
 

Actiq is an extremely addictive narcotic that is being prescribed "off-

label" to thousands of innocent Americans. Actiq has been associated 

with severe, life-threatening side effects including 127 deaths. Two of the 

deaths involved children who confused the drug for candy. Another 47 were 

linked to overdoses or other misuses including addiction. 

Cephalon, Inc., Actiqôs manufacturer has also reported to the FDA an 

additional 91 serious, nonfatal incidents ranging from respiratory distress to 

severe dehydration. 

Fentora Warning: In addition, on September 13, 2007, Cephalon issued 

two Dear Healthcare Professional Letters to inform prescribers and other 

healthcare providers that serious adverse events, including deaths, have 

occurred in patients treated with Fentora.   

Update: Our firm is only accepting Actiq overdose cases. If a friend or 

loved one has suffered from an unfortunate Actiq induced overdose related 

death, you should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to 

compensation and we can help. 

What is the Problem?  

Actonel, Fosamax, Boniva, Zometa, and Aredia are all in a class of drugs 

called bisphosphonates and are commonly marketed as medications to help 

and prevent or treat bone loss in osteoporosis.  

There are over 36 million women who use medications like Actonel to 

prevent or slow osteoporosis. Since the indication of hormone replacement 
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therapy causing increased risk of heart disease and breast cancer, more 

women are taking bisphosphonates at an earlier age. 

Unfortunately with women taking these drugs at an earlier age and for much 

longer time spans, they are at an increased risk of developing Osteonecrosis 

of the Jaw (ONJ). 

There have been over 2,400 Fosamax (same class of drugs) patients since 

2001 that have reported bone death and jaw bone decay or Osteonecrosis of 

the Jaw.  

In addition, more than 120 patients have suffered from such severe pain and 

debilitation that they have become bedridden or in need of devices like 

crutches, walkers and wheelchairs. 

Signs and Symptoms of Actonel Induced Osteonecrosis of the Jaw  

The typical signs and symptoms of osteonecrosis of the jaw may include 

pain, swelling or infection of the gums, loosening of the teeth, poor healing 

of the gums, numbness or a feeling of heaviness in the jaw, drainage and 

exposed bone. Patients with the least serious form of this condition may not 

show any symptoms, but in the most serious cases, some patients may 

require the removal of sections of the jaw.  

Do I have an Actonel Lawsuit?  

The Defective Drug Litigation Group at our law firm is an experienced team 

of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in 

Actonel lawsuits. We are handling individual litigation nationwide and 

currently accepting new Actonel cases in all 50 states. 

We believe that people who had a serious Adderall injury or suffered a death 

due to Adderall are better served when an individual lawsuit is filed on their 

behalf. A serious injury or death case should not be filed as part of any 

Adderall class action together with the claims of many other people who 

may have had different injuries caused by Adderall. 

From our point of view, a class action is probably not the best way to 

approach Adderall litigation for an injury or death case which involves any 

of the following: 



 Sudden Unexplained Death (SUD)  

 Cardiovascular Problems such as Heart Attack  

If you are interested in getting the facts of your possible Adderall claim 

reviewed by our law firm, click here for a free legal case evaluation. 

If any relatives or friends need legal advice or legal representation for a 

possible claim involving an injury or a death which may have been caused 

by Adderall, please direct them to this web site or have them call us on our 

toll-free telephone number: (800) 365-6666. 

 

Digitek Information  

What is Digitek? 

Digitek (digoxin tablets) is used in the treatment of congestive heart failure 

and other heart problems. It improves the strength and efficiency of your 

heart, leading to better circulation of blood and reduction of the 

uncomfortable swelling that is common in people with congestive heart 

failure.  

In April 2008, Actavis Totowa LLC notified healthcare professionals of a 

Class I nationwide recall of all strengths of Digitek due to the possibility that 

tablets with double the appropriate thickness may contain twice the 

approved level of active ingredient. If taken inadvertently, the double dose 

poses a risk of ditigalis toxicity, especially in patients with renal failure. 

Digitalis toxicity can cause nausea, vomiting, dizziness, low blood pressure, 

cardiac instabililty, and bradycardia (slow heart rate). 

Digitek MDL (Multidistrict Litigation) Assigned To Southern District Of 

West Virginia  

All pending Digitek cases and all future Digitek lawsuits filed in the 

federal court system will be centralized for discovery purposes in the 

Southern District of West Virginia before Judge Joseph R. Goodwin, 

in the case captioned In Re: Digitek Products Liability Litigation, 

MDL No. 1968, JPMDL.  

FDA Issues Digitek Recall In April 2008 Because Defective Tablets Are 

Too Potent  
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On April 28, 2008 a MedWatch Safety Alert about Digitek (digoxin 

tablets) was issued by the FDA announcing a nationwide Class I recall 

of all lots of Digitek pills distributed by Mylan Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

under a "Bertek" label and by UDL Laboratories, Inc. under a "UDL" 

label. Digitek is usually prescribed for the treatment of arrhythmias 

and heart failure. 

A Week After Heart Drug Manufacturing Problem Is Announced, 

Pharmacist Says Digitek Recall Facts Remain "Sketchy"  

A May 2, 2008 interview with local pharmacist Mark McKenzie by 

NBC affiliate KSDK in St. Louis, Missouri, included an observation 

that some important facts surrounding a late April 2008 recall of 

Digitek (digoxin) pills are less than clear one week afterwards. In his 

interview, pharmacist McKenzie characterized the currently available 

information about this Digitek recall as "sketchy" even though, in his 

estimation, the defective pills presented an "immediate" problem 

which deserved immediate action.  

Digitek and Legal Compensation  

Legal compensation claims involving a Digitek adverse side effect or 

death are best made by filing an individual lawsuit as opposed to a 

class action. All states have statutes of limitations that determine the 

time period allowed to file a Digitek lawsuit. The applicable statute of 

limitation, or deadline to file claims, varies from state to state, and the 

personal injury statute of limitation deadline can be different from the 

wrongful death statute of limitation deadline within the same state.  

Digitek Class Actions  

We believe that people who had a serious Digitek injury or suffered a 

death due to Digitek toxicity are better served when an individual 

lawsuit is filed on their behalf. 

Free Digitek Case Evaluation  

 

 

What is an ACE Inhibitor?  

 

ACE inhibitors comprise a class of drugs that inhibit an enzyme responsible 

for constricting blood vessels. As a result, it widens the blood vessels, 

increasing the quantity of blood pumped and decreasing blood pressure. 

ACE stands for "angiotensin converting enzyme." Common ACE inhibitors 
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include Capoten, Vasotec, Prinivil/Zestril, Lotensin, Monopril, Altace, 

Accupril, Aceon, Mavik, and Univasc. They are typically prescribed to 

regulate high blood pressure. They are also used after heart injuries and for 

heart attack prevention. A national survey indicated that 2.7 million women 

of childbearing age were prescribed an ACE inhibitor in 2002, and total 

prescriptions in 2005 reached 150 million. 

 

 

Contact us regarding ACE Inhibitors; attorney consultations are free. 

 

 

ACE Inhibitor Side Effects 

 

Common side effects of ACE inhibitors include cough, skin rashes, 

dizziness and lightheadedness upon rising, and a salty taste in mouth. ACE 

inhibitors are also known to increase potassium levels in the blood, so 

patients are warned to avoid salt substitutes, which contain potassium, and 

advised to regularly check their potassium levels. Other serious side effects 

include severe diarrhea and vomiting. 

ACE Inhibitors During Pregnancy; Black Box Warning 

 

Women are advised by the FDA to speak to their doctors about taking ACE 

inhibitors during pregnancy. Previous studies indicate an increased risk of 

birth defects during second and third trimesters. Recent studies, however, 

indicate the risk may also be present during the first trimester. Mothers are 

advised against breastfeeding while taking ACE inhibitors, as the drug may 

also be present in breast milk. ACE inhibitors already carry a black box 

warning indicating that women should avoid taking them during second and 

third trimesters, citing kidney deformities.  

ACE Inhibitor and Earlier Birth Defect Warning  

 

Recently, the New England Journal of Medicine has reported that studies 

have indicated that ACE inhibitors may cause birth defects when taken by 

pregnant women in their first trimester (the first three months of pregnancy). 

ACE inhibitors are already associated with an increased risk of birth defects 

when used in the second and third trimester, but this study is the first to 

show a potential earlier risk. Early indications from two studies show that 

women who take ACE inhibitors during the first trimester of pregnancy may 
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be approximately three times as likely to have a baby with a birth defect, 

when compared to mothers who were not on the medication. The most 

common deformities included nervous system and heart defects. According 

to the FDA, patients taking ACE inhibitors who are pregnant or intend to get 

pregnant should discuss the possible effects of them with their physicians. 

Dr. William O. Cooper, associate professor of pediatrics at Vanderbilt 

University Schools of medicine states "ACE inhibitors inhibit an enzyme 

[that] is present in the fetal heart, kidney and brain during the time the 

organs are formed. Interfering with that angiotensin enzyme function during 

the period of organ formation could interfere with the proper formation of 

organs." 

 

 

Contact us regarding ACE Inhibitors; attorney consultations are free. 

 

 

ACE Inhibitor Study Statistics 

 

A study of ACE inhibitors involved 29,507 infants born between 1995 and 

2000. Researchers partitioned the data into groups of 209 babies exposed 

during the first trimester only, 202 exposed to other blood-pressure 

medications during the first trimester only, and 29,096 babies with no 

exposure at all. They adjusted the data for other factors such as diabetes, a 

known antagonist for birth defects. Birth defects were found in 856 babies, 

2.9%; 203 exhibited more than 1 defect. Eighteen babies with exposure 

during the first trimester, about 7%, were born with defects, more than twice 

the rate of the control group. The defects included heart defects, skeletal and 

muscular defects, gastrointestinal problems, and central nervous system 

defects.  

Questions and Consultations 

 

If you or a family member has used an ACE inhibitor and noticed adverse 

side effects, you should contact a physician immediately. If you would like 

to discuss your rights, are interested in more information on ACE inhibitor 

litigation, or if you have information about the cases that you would like to 

share with us, please click here to fill out a short evaluation form, and a 

member of Seeger Weiss LLP's experienced staff will call you to discuss 

your potential rights concerning ACE inhibitors. Attorney consultations 

incur no obligation on your part and all initial consultations are free of 
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charge and do not create an attorney-client relationship. Seeger Weiss LLP 

has office locations in both New York and New Jersey and its attorneys 

practice in courts throughout the country. 

 

     

 

he law firm of Beatie and Osborn LLP in New York, along with 

attorneys Jeff Bogert and Mel Powell in Los Angeles, have filed 

more than 300 cases against Novartis on behalf of individuals 

who have been given Aredia or Zometa and developed 

osteonecrosis of the jaw, also known as ONJ. Across the country, 

more than 500 cases have been filed. 

    

The pretrial proceedings for all of those cases and any additional cases 

to be filed in the future are being handled in Nashville, Tennessee. This 

website is designed to provide information about those lawsuits in order 

to allow those persons who have filed a case to follow the progress of 

the litigation. 

On this site you will find a description of the current status of the cases 

(CASE STATUS), a discussion about ONJ and links to various articles 

about the disease (ABOUT ONJ) and copies of affidavits prepared by 

expert witnesses working with us on these cases. (EXPERT WITNESS 

AFFIDAVITS) . These affidavits describe the causal relationship 

between Aredia and Zometa and ONJ (see affidavits from Dr. Marx 

and Dr. Hellstein); the incidence rate (see affidavit of Dr. Taylor); and 

why the risk of ONJ should have been recognized and disclosed by 

Novartis. (see affidavit of Dr. Barlow). 

Finally, you can also call us or send us an e-mail if you have a specific 

question about your case (HOW TO CONTACT US)  and you can read 

brief descriptions of the attorneys working on your case (THE 

LAWYERS HANDLING YOUR CASE) . 

  
 

What is Bextra? 

 

Prior to being removed from the market at the request of the FDA, Bextra 

was prescribed to deal with symptoms of osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis 
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and painful menstrual cycles. Bextra has the generic name of valdecoxib, 

and was marketed by Pfizer. Bextra is a member of the class of drugs known 

as non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, also known as NSAIDs. Bextra 

and other NSAIDs are used in the treatment of pain and inflammation. Other 

well-known NSAIDs include aspirin and ibuprofen. Within this class of 

NSAIDS, Bextra is a cox-2 inhibitor, which is a classification Bextra shares 

with other high profile drugs that have been featured in the media recently, 

Vioxx and Celebrex. Vioxx was also voluntarily removed from the market 

by its manufacturer, Merck & Co., after it was linked to an increased risk of 

negative cardiovascular side effects like heart attack and stroke, in those to 

whom it was prescribed. Celebrex, marketed by Pfizer, currently remains 

available on the market; however Celebrex now carries a "black box 

warning" concerning possible increased negative cardiovascular side effects. 

The black box warning is the most severe warning the FDA can give for a 

drug, short of having the drug pulled from the marketplace entirely. These 

cox-2 inhibitors are designed to assist in relieving the pain and inflammation 

that arthritis patients suffer from, by blocking the cox-2 enzyme that creates 

prostaglandins in the body. Decreasing these prostaglandins helps the body 

in reducing pain and inflammation. 

 

 

Contact us regarding Bextra; attorney consultations are free. 

 

 

Bextra Alert and Removal from the Market 

 

In 2004, the New York Times reported that a study of Bextra conducted by 

the American Heart Association found that there were 2.19 times as many 

heart attacks and strokes reported amongst patients given Bextra than those 

patients given a placebo. The data was compiled from 12 trials involving a 

total of 5,930 patients. On April 7, 2005, the FDA requested that Pfizer 

voluntarily remove Bextra from the United States market, due to the drug's 

link to significant negative side effects. It was requested that Bextra be 

removed from the market because the FDA has found that the overall risk of 

taking Bextra surpasses any benefit that the drug may provide. Bextra is 

linked to serious cardiovascular side effects like heart attack and stroke. 

Bextra has also been linked to very serious skin problems including toxic 

epidermal necrolysis, Stevens-Johnson syndrome, and erythema multiforme. 

Some of the skin condition side effects may be potentially fatal. European 

regulators have also made Bextra unavailable in the European Union market. 
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Physicians have been advised to have those patients who are treated with 

Bextra moved to alternative medications for their needs.  

Questions and Consultations 

 

If you or a family member has used the prescription drug Bextra and noticed 

adverse side effects, such as heart attacks or Stevens-Johnson syndrome, you 

should contact a physician immediately. If you would like to discuss your 

rights, are interested in more information on Bextra litigation, or if you have 

information about the cases that you would like to share with us, please fill 

out the short evaluation form below and a member of Seeger Weiss LLP's 

experienced staff will call you to discuss your potential rights concerning 

Bextra. Attorney consultations incur no obligation on your part and all initial 

consultations are free of charge and do not create an attorney-client 

relationship. Seeger Weiss LLP has office locations in both New York and 

New Jersey and its attorneys practice in courts throughout the country. 

 

 

What is Celebrex? 

 

Celebrex has the generic name of celecoxib, and is marketed by Pfizer. It is a 

member of the class of drugs known as non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 

drugs, also known as NSAIDs. It and other NSAIDs are used in the 

treatment of pain and inflammation. Celebrex is an extremely popular drug 

that has been widely prescribed to over 29 million people since the FDA 

approved it in 1998. Sales of Celebrex have resulted in huge profits for 

Pfizer. Celebrex is specifically prescribed for the treatment of acute pain, 

symptoms of various types of arthritis including osteoarthritis, ankylosing 

spondylitis, and rheumatoid arthritis, in addition to severe menstrual pain 

and discomfort. It has also been prescribed to decrease the growth of colon 

polyps in those people who suffer from Familial Adenomatous Polyposis.  

 

Celebrex is what is known as a Cox-2 inhibitor. Other Cox-2 inhibitors 

include the prescription drugs Vioxx and Bextra, both of which were 

removed from the market after links to cardiovascular disease were 

discovered. Celebrex is designed to assist in pain and inflammation relief by 

blocking the Cox-2 enzyme that creates prostaglandins in the body. 

Decreasing these prostaglandins helps the body by reducing pain and 

inflammation. 
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Celebrex Side Effects 

 

Some of the common side effects of Celebrex may include headache, 

diarrhea, stomach pain, nausea, sinus inflammation and upper respiratory 

tract infection. Similarly to other NSAIDs, there may be a risk of more 

serious side effects such as liver damage, stomach ulcers, kidney damage, 

and fluid retention. People with pre-existing kidney and liver ailments may 

be at an increased risk of additional problems. Celebrex is also linked to the 

possible side effect of potentially fatal stomach or intestinal bleeding.  

 

 

Contact us regarding Celebrex; attorney consultations are free. 

 

 

Celebrex Black Box Warning 

 

Recently, Celebrex has been recommended by the FDA to receive a "black 

box warning." The black box warning is the most serious warning that the 

FDA can provide, short of having the drug recalled from the market. The 

new warning for Celebrex concerns the possible link between the drug and 

serious cardiovascular problems including heart attack and stroke. The 

possible link between Celebrex and heart problems has been a frequent topic 

in the media, as the drug Vioxx was pulled from the market after it was 

linked to cardiovascular problems. Vioxx is also a Cox-2 inhibitor, similar to 

Celebrex. In a National Cancer Institute Study with approximately 3,600 

people taking part, patients taking 400 milligrams of Celebrex daily were 2.5 

times more likely to suffer from heart problems than those patients taking a 

placebo. Patients taking 800 milligrams of Celebrex per day were as much as 

3.4 times more likely to suffer heart problems than the placebo group.  

Questions and Consultations 

 

If you or a family member has used the prescription drug Celebrex and 

noticed adverse side effects, such as stroke or heart attack, you should 

contact a physician immediately. If you would like to discuss your rights, are 

interested in more information on Celebrex litigation, or if you have 

information about the cases that you would like to share with us, please fill 

out the short evaluation form below and a member of Seeger Weiss LLP?s 

experienced staff will call you to discuss your potential rights concerning 

Celebrex. Attorney consultations incur no obligation on your part and all 
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initial consultations are free of charge and do not create an attorney-client 

relationship. Seeger Weiss LLP has office locations in both New York and 

New Jersey and its attorneys practice in courts throughout the country. 

 

What is Duragesic?  

 

Duragesic, known generically as the fentanyl transdermal system, is 

marketed by Janssen Pharmaceutica Products, L.P., a subsidiary of Johnson 

and Johnson. Duragesic is a pain medication in the form of a patch that is 

attached to the skin of the patient. The patch contains a strong narcotic, 

fentanyl, which is a Schedule II opioid agonist. Fentanyl is contained in the 

patch in the form of a gel, and this pain medication is absorbed through the 

patient's skin. Duragesic is prescribed for individuals who suffer from long 

periods of chronic pain, possibly exceeding a few weeks or longer, and who 

require strong pain medication around the clock. Duragesic was the first 

painkiller patch to receive approval in 1990. 

Duragesic Side Effects 

 

Duragesic is considered a controlled substance because it contains a 

powerful narcotic medication and it therefore has the potential for abuse. 

The Schedule II opioid substances have the highest potential for abuse. 

Therefore, side effects of Duragesic may include addiction, or symptoms of 

physical dependency, and withdrawal, if use is stopped abruptly. In addition, 

Duragesic may cause life threatening respiratory depression, called 

hypoventilation. Respiratory depression has been linked to opioid agonists in 

general, including fentanyl. 

 

 

Contact us regarding Duragesic; attorney consultations are free. 

 

 

Death and Duragesic Overdose 

 

The FDA has reported that they are looking into reports of death and serious 

side effects from the use of Duragesic. On July 15, 2005, the FDA issued a 

health advisory concerning the safe use of the pain patch because of reports 

of patients dying while using Duragesic. Deaths and overdoses have 

occurred in patients using Duragesic and in patients using a generic version 

of the patch. The FDA is looking into reports of 120 dead patients who had 
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used painkiller patches containing fentanyl. The FDA is attempting to 

determine whether the deaths are linked to the quality of the products or to 

inappropriate use of the painkiller patches. Patients using the Duragesic pain 

patch should be aware of signs of overdose. Symptoms of a possible 

overdose may include trouble breathing, sedation, sleepiness, difficulty 

thinking, talking or walking in a normal fashion, and feeling confused or 

dizzy. 

Duragesic Recall  

 

In February of 2004, Janssen Pharmaceutica recalled one of its lots of 

Duragesic pain patches because of a potential seal breach on the edge of the 

pain patch that may cause the drug to leak. If the drug leaks out of the patch 

it may cause increased absorption of the pain medication, which increases 

the effect of the drug. The effects of the drug leaking may include sedation, 

nausea, overdose, and potentially fatal complications. Leaking medication 

may not be able to provide adequate relief for the patient's pain. In April of 

2004 Janssen Pharmaceutica expanded the recall from one lot to five 

different lots of the pain patches.  

 

 

Contact us regarding Duragesic; attorney consultations are free. 

 

 

Questions and Consultations 

 

If you or a family member has used prescription Duragesic and would like to 

discuss your rights, are interested in more information on Duragesic 

lawsuits, or if you have information about the cases that you would like to 

share with us, please click here to fill out a short evaluation form, and a 

member of Seeger Weiss LLP's experienced staff will call you to discuss 

your potential rights concerning Duragesic. Attorney consultations incur no 

obligation on your part and all initial consultations are free of charge and do 

not create an attorney-client relationship. Seeger Weiss LLP has office 

locations in both New York and New Jersey and its attorneys practice in 

courts throughout the country. 

 

What is Fosamax? 

 

Fosamax, which has the generic name of alendronate, is marketed by Merck 
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& Co. Fosamax is prescribed to treat and to prevent osteoporosis in women 

after menopause; it is also used to increase the bone mass of men with 

osteoporosis. Osteoporosis is a disease that causes bones to weaken and 

break. Some reports indicate that as much as half of the men and women 

over the age of 75 are affected by osteoporosis. Fosamax is a member of the 

class of drugs known as bisphosphonates. This class of drugs is designed to 

inhibit bone breakdown. They decrease the activity of cells that break down 

bones in the body.  

Fosamax and Osteonecrosis of the Jaw 

 

Recently, studies have shown that there may be a link between the use of 

bisphosphonates, including Fosamax, and osteonecrosis of the jaw, also 

known as "jaw death." Osteonecrosis, also referred to as ?bone death?, is the 

destruction of bone tissue. The condition is often associated with the 

interference of the blood supply to the bone. The condition of jaw death may 

be triggered in the jaw by oral surgery or having teeth pulled. Osteonecrosis 

of the jaw can be extremely painful and may lead to additional 

complications, such as infection, breakdown of the jawbone, and ulcerations 

in the lining of the mouth.  

 

 

Contact us regarding Fosamax; attorney consultations are free. 

 

 

Fosamax and FDA Label Change 

 

In a report for the Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeryinvolving 63 

patients who developed osteonecrosis of the jaw after having oral surgery, it 

was found that approximately 10% of those patients had been taking 

Fosamax. The chairman of the division of oral and maxillofacial surgery at 

the University of Miami, Robert Marx, has said that he is aware of at least 

40 or 50 cases of osteonecrosis of the jaw nationwide, in patients who had 

been treated with Fosamax. The FDA has asked the manufacturers of all 

bisphosphonates to include a new warning in the labeling of the medications 

concerning the possible link to osteonecrosis of the jaw. It is not known if 

ceasing the use of Fosamax can lower the risk of osteonecrosis of the jaw as 

the bisphosphonate medications metabolize slowly and remain in the bones 

for many years.  
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Fosamax Class Action Lawsuit 

 

On April 10, 2006, a class action lawsuit was filed against Merck, charging 

that Fosamax causes osteonecrosis of the jaw. It also claims that Merck 

knew about this risk and hid it from the public. It is estimated that there are 

currently 10 million Fosamax users. 

Questions and Consultations 

 

If you or a family member has used the prescription drug Fosamax and 

noticed adverse side effects, such as osteonecrosis of the jaw ("jaw death"), 

you should contact a physician immediately. If you would like to discuss 

your rights, are interested in more information on Fosamax litigation, or if 

you have information about the cases that you would like to share with us, 

please fill out the short evaluation form below and a member of Seeger 

Weiss LLP's experienced staff will call you to discuss your potential rights 

concerning Fosamax. Attorney consultations incur no obligation on your 

part and all initial consultations are free of charge and do not create an 

attorney-client relationship. Seeger Weiss LLP has office locations in both 

New York and New Jersey and its attorneys practice in courts throughout the 

country. 

 

For more information on Fosamax, visit 

http://www.lawyerseek.com/Fosamax-MS2/. 

 

Baxter Healthcare Corporation has issued an urgent Nationwide Recall 

of Heparin, as it has been linked to serious, life-threatening side effects 

including allergic reactions and death. 

If you or a loved one have been administered Baxter manufactured Heparin 

and since suffered from and allergic reaction or any other related side effects 

including death, you should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to 

compensation and we can help. 

Whatôs the problem? 

RECENT UPDATE : On 2/29/08, the New York Times reported that the 

blood thinner Heparin, might be tied to more deaths. Amid indications that 

more people may have died or been harmed after being given a brand of the 

blood thinner Heparin, federal drug regulators said Thursday that they had 

http://www.lawyerseek.com/Fosamax-MS2/
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/contact.html


found ñpotential deficienciesò at a Chinese plant that supplied much of the 

active ingredient for the drug. 

According to the U.S. Food & Drug Administration, the number of 

deaths possibly associated with the drug, made from pig intestines, had 

risen to 21 from 4.  

Furthermore, the FDA has admitted that it had violated its own policy by 

failing to inspect SPL, the Chinese plant in question, before the factory 

began shipping Heparin ingredients to Baxter in 2004. Chinaôs drug agency 

also did not inspect the plant. 

The problems with Heparin, which is used to prevent blood clotting during 

dialysis and after some surgery, were first reported last month at a hospital 

in Missouri. Since then, the number of reported adverse reactions has 

risen to 448, the F.D.A. said. 

February 29, 2008 - Baxter Heparin Recall Notice 

February 29, 2008 - FDA Recall 

"Baxter to Proceed with Recall of Remaining Heparin Sodium Vial 

Products" 

January 25, 2008 Baxter Heparin Recall Notice 

February 11, 2008 - FDA Advisory 

"Baxter's Multiple-dose Vial Heparin Linked to Severe Allergic Reactions" 

On January 25, 2008, Baxter Healthcare Corporation has announced the 

voluntary recall of nine lots of Heparin sodium injection 1000 units/mL 

10mL and 30mL multi-dose vials. The company began recalling the lots on 

January 17, 2008 as a precautionary measure due to an increase in the 

number of reports of adverse patient reactions that may be associated with 

the product. 

The original January Baxter Heparin Recall cited adverse event reports 

including the following: stomach pain or discomfort, nausea, vomiting, 

diarrhea, decreased or low blood pressure, chest pain, fast heart rate, 

dizziness, fainting, unresponsiveness, shortness of breath, feeling your heart 

beat strong or fast, drug ineffectiveness, burning sensation, redness or 

paleness of skin, abnormal sensation of the skin, mouth or lips, flushing, 

increased sweating, decreased skin sensitivity, headache, feeling unwell, 
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restlessness, watery eyes, throat swelling, thirst and difficulty opening the 

mouth. Some of these reactions may be severe or life threatening. 

February 11, 2008 Baxter Heparin Recall Notice 

January 25, 2008 - FDA Advisory  

"Baxter Issues Urgent Nationwide Voluntary Recall of Heparin 1,000 

Units/ml 10 and 30ml Multi-Dose Vials" 

On February 11, 2008, Baxter Healthcare Corporation has temporarily 

stopped manufacturing multiple-dose vials of the injectable blood-thinning 

drug Heparin due to reports of serious allergic reactions and hypotension 

(low blood pressure) in patients who receive high "bolus" doses of the drug. 

ñSerious reactions to the drug have included difficulty breathing, nausea, 

vomiting, excessive sweating, and rapidly falling blood pressure that can 

lead to life-threatening shock. Four people have died after receiving 
Heparin, although the relationship to the drug is unclear.ò  

Do I have a Baxter Heparin Recall Lawsuit?  

The Defective Drug Litigation Group at our law firm is an experienced team 

of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in 

Baxter Heparin Recall lawsuits. We are handling individual litigation 

nationwide and currently accepting new Heparin cases in all 50 states. 

Attention Attorneys: We do not publish prior verdict/settlements. If you are 

an attorney and would like to refer us a case or for us to send you a profile of 

prior award judgments or average referral fees, please visit the attorney 

referral section of our website. 

Injured by Boniva Side Effects?  

Send to Friend | Bookmark | Live Chat 

Boniva Resources 

S&C Related Contents 

>> Boniva 
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Osteonecrosis of the Jaw 

The popular Osteoporosis drug Boniva used by millions of Americans 

has been linked to Osteonecrosis of the Jaw (ONJ) or "dead jaw." 

If you or a loved one have taken Boniva and developed a serious side effect 

like ONJ, you should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to 

compensation and we can help. 

What is the Problem?  

Actonel, Fosamax, Boniva, Zometa, and Aredia are all in a class of drugs 

called bisphosphonates and are commonly marketed as medications to help 

and prevent or treat bone loss in osteoporosis.  

There are over 36 million women who use medications like Boniva to 

prevent or slow osteoporosis. Since the indication of hormone replacement 

therapy causing increased risk of heart disease and breast cancer, more 

women are taking bisphosphonates at an earlier age. 

Unfortunately with women taking these drugs at an earlier age and for much 

longer time spans, they are at an increased risk of developing Osteonecrosis 

of the Jaw (ONJ). 

There have been over 2,400 Fosamax (same class of drugs) patients since 

2001 that have reported bone death and jaw bone decay or Osteonecrosis of 

the Jaw.  

In addition, more than 120 patients have suffered from such severe pain and 

debilitation that they have become bedridden or in need of devices like 

crutches, walkers and wheelchairs. 

Signs and Symptoms of Boniva Induced Osteonecrosis of the Jaw  

The typical signs and symptoms of osteonecrosis of the jaw may include 

pain, swelling or infection of the gums, loosening of the teeth, poor healing 

of the gums, numbness or a feeling of heaviness in the jaw, drainage and 

exposed bone. Patients with the least serious form of this condition may not 

show any symptoms, but in the most serious cases, some patients may 

require the removal of sections of the jaw. 
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Do I have a Boniva Lawsuit?  

The Defective Drug Litigation Group at our law firm is an experienced team 

of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in 

Boniva lawsuits. We are handling individual litigation nationwide and 

currently accepting new Boniva cases in all 50 states. 

Byetta Pancreatitis & Death Lawsuit 

Send to Friend | Bookmark | Live Chat 

Byetta Resources 

 

S&C Related Contents 

>> Byetta 

Byetta Side Effects 

Byetta & Pancreatitis 

Acute Pancreatitis 

Chronic Pancreatitis 

First Byetta Lawsuit Filed 

FDA Announcements 

Byetta FDA Pancreatitis Warning 

Patient Information Sheet 

(8/19/08) Byetta Patient Information Sheet 
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Byetta, a drug used to treat adults with type 2 diabetes has been linked 

to serious, life-threatening side effects including acute hemorrhagic 

and/or necrotizing pancreatitis. 

IMPORTANT : There are no signs or symptoms that distinguish acute 

hemorrhagic or necrotizing pancreatitis associated with Byetta from the less 

severe form of pancreatitis.  

If you or a loved one have developed pancreatitis while taking Byetta, you 

should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to compensation for 

your injuries and we can help. 

Breaking News - First Byetta Lawsuit Filed 

AMYLIN PHARMACEUTICALS DIABETES DRUG BY ETTA® THE 

FOCUS OF CALIFORNIA LAWSUIT  - (8/19/08) A Virginia man 

yesterday filed what is believed to be the first personal injury lawsuit 

stemming from injuries associated with the use of Byetta®, an injectable 

medication for diabetes.  

Urgent FDA Byetta Pancreatitis Update 

As of 8/18/2008, the FDA has reviewed 30 postmarketing reports of acute 

pancreatitis in patients taking Byetta. Of the most recent 6 cases of 

hemorrhagic or necrotizing pancreatitis, all patients required hospitalization, 

two patients died and four patients were recovering at time of reporting. 

Whatôs the Problem? 

The U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has issued two Healthcare 

Alerts (10/2007 & 08/2008) linking approximately 30 cases of acute 

pancreatitis in patients taking Byetta.  

Recently, the FDA has told healthcare professionals to advise patients taking 

Byetta to seek emergency medical services if they begin to experience 

unexplained persistent severe abdominal pain which may or may not be 

accompanied by vomiting. This could be a sign of acute pancreatitis. 

In addition, the FDA has recently requested that the manufacturer of Byetta, 

Amylin Pharmaceuticals, Inc. to add stronger and more prominent warnings 
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in the product label about the risk of acute hemorrhagic or necrotizing 

pancreatitis. 

Byetta Overview - Signs & Symptoms of Acute Pancreatitis 

Byetta is a medicine given by injection to help treat adults with type 2 

diabetes.  Commonly reported side effects of Byetta include nausea, 

vomiting, diarrhea, indigestion and upper abdominal discomfort.  However, 

the presence of unexplained, severe abdominal pain, with or without nausea 

and vomiting, raises the suspicion of acute pancreatitis, a potentially serious 

condition that requires prompt medical attention. Therefore, patients taking 

Byetta should promptly seek medical care if they experience unexplained 

severe abdominal pain with or without nausea and vomiting. 

Do I Have a Byetta Lawsuit? 

The Defective Drug & Products Liability Litigation Groups at our law firm 

are an experienced team of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the 

representation of plaintiffs in defective drug lawsuits. We are pursuing 

individual litigation nationwide and currently accepting new Byetta side 

effects and pancreatitis cases in all 50 states. 

Pendley, Baudin & Coffin, LLP is currently evaluating Celexa suicide cases 

for family members of individuals who have taken Celexa and committed 

suicide or attempted to commit suicide while on the drug. Studies have been 

conducted suggesting that Celexa and other selective serotonin reuptake 

inhibitors (SSRIs) induce suicidality in some people. 

The SSRIs are antidepressants patterned after Prozac and include Lexapro, 

Celexa, Luvox, Paxil, and Zoloft. These are widely suspected of contributing 

to suicidal and/or violent behaviors, especially in children. This point of 

view has recently been adopted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA). 

Pendley, Baudin & Coffin, LLP is evaluating Celexa suicide cases in an 

effort to help families determine whether Celexa may have played a role in 

their loved one's suicide or attempted suicide. To accomplish this goal, the 

attorneys at Pendley, Baudin & Coffin, LLP work closely with experts who 

have been involved in Celexa suicide litigation and suicide litigation 

involving other selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors. In addition, the 

attorneys at Pendley, Baudin & Coffin work with other seasoned litigators 



who have handled multiple Celexa suicide cases and cases involving suicide 

that may be linked to various other selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor 

drugs such as Paxil, Zoloft, Lexapro and Luvox. 

The attorneys and paralegals at Pendley, Baudin & Coffin understand that 

the issues surrounding suicide cases are extremely personal to the families 

who have experienced a loss resulting from suicide. As a result, all 

correspondence and other communication regarding any potential Celexa 

suicide case will be treated with the upmost respect and confidentiality. 

If you believe your family member has committed suicide or attempted 

suicide as a result of taking Celexa, please click on the link below to access 

the Celexa suicide questionnaire and have your potential case confidentially 

evaluated. Once your potential case has been evaluated, an attorney will 

contact you. 

Cialis, manufactured by Eli Lily and 

Company, has been linked to serious 

adverse effects such as blindness and 

other side effects. 

Approved by the FDA in 2003, Cialis 

is used by millions of American men to 

treat impotence and erectile 

dysfunction. Recent studies have 

discovered a link between the popular 

erectile dysfunction medications, 

Viagra, Cialis and Levitra, and 

occurrences of Non-arteritic anterior 

ischemic optic neuropathy (NAION). 

What You Can Do & How We Can 

Help 

The Schmidt Firm, LLP is currently 

accepting Cialis induced NAION 

claims in all 50 states. If you or 

somebody you know has taken Cialis 

and suffered from NAION, you should 

contact our firm immediately for a free 



case consultation. Please click here to 

contact our Dangerous Drug Litigation 

Group or call toll free 24 hours a day at 

(866) 920-0753. 

What is the problem with Cialis? 

Cialis is used by millions of American 

men to treat impotence and erectile 

dysfunction. It recently been linked to 

patients developing Non-arteritic 

anterior ischemic optic neuropathy 

(NAION). Symptoms usually begin 

affecting men approximately 36 hours 

after ingesting the drug. NAION is a 

condition in with vision loss occurs 

due to damage to the optic nerve from 

a lack of blood supply. Nearly 8,000 

people are affected by NAION yearly. 

Patients usually notice poor vision in 

one eye after awakening. Individuals 

suffering from NAION describe a haze 

or dark shadow obscuring either the 

upper or lower half of the vision in one 

eye. After being affected by NAION, 

there is no effective treatment to 

reverse the damage. Most men do not 

suffer from total vision loss. Usually 

only a moderate amount of vision loss 

is incurred.  

Side Effects of Cialis 

There are a variety of side effects 

associated with Cialis. Our firm is 

pursing the following types of serious, 

life-threatening side effects: 

 Blindness 

 Vision loss 

http://www.schmidtlaw.com/Contact/
http://www.schmidtlaw.com/Contact/
http://www.schmidtlaw.com/Contact/


 NAION 

 Hearing Loss  

Do I Have a Cialis Lawsuit? 

The Schmidt Firm, LLP is currently 

accepting Cialis induced injury cases 

in all 50 states. If you or somebody 

you know has been injured by Cialis, 

you should contact our firm 

immediately for a free case 

consultation. Please use the form 

below to contact our Dangerous Drug 

Litigation Group or call toll free 24 

hours a day at (866) 920-0753. 

 

 

What is Cipro?  

Cipro, which has the generic name ciprofloxacin, is an antibiotic 

manufactured by Bayer Pharmaceuticals. Cipro is FDA approved for the 

treatment of 14 types of bacterial infections, including urinary tract 

infections (UTIs) and infections affecting the abdomen, bones, skin, and 

lower respiratory system. Additionally, Cipro is FDA approved to prevent 

and treat infections caused by anthrax inhalation. In fact, Cipro was used to 

treat thousands of Americans after the famous anthrax-by-letter scare in 

2001. 

How Cipro Works  

http://www.schmidtlaw.com/Non-arteritic-Anterior-Ischemic-Optic-Neuropathy/


Cipro belongs to the class of antibiotics known as 

fluoroquinolones. Fluoroquinolones, like Cipro, fight 

bacteria in the body by stopping the production of 

essential proteins needed by the bacteria to survive. 

Cipro is the most powerful germ-killing antibiotic 

currently available, which is why the U.S. military 

stockpiles it for possible biological warfare. 

Because Cipro is so potent, Cipro may wipe out 

good bacteria along with the bad. For instance, Cipro 

may kill good bacteria, also known as ñnormal 

flora,ò in the digestive track. After Cipro destroys 

this good bacteria, unwanted yeast or other bacteria 

may take over, causing upset stomach, diarrhea, or 

vomiting. To help avoid this problem, doctors 

recommend taking Cipro with lots of water.   

Cipro is also known to adversely affect the central 

nervous system, causing drowsiness, dizziness, 

irritability, insomnia, restlessness and headaches. 

Additionally, Cipro can weaken cartilage and cause 

joint damage. In rare cases, Cipro may also cause 

hallucinations, seizures, and the life-threatening skin 

condition known as toxic epidermal Necrolysis 

(TEN). Those at greatest risk of suffering side 

effects from Cipro include:  

 runners, weight-lifters, or any athletes or 

workers who put a lot of pressure and strain on their joints;  

 tea and coffee drinkers  

 small children  

 expectant mothers  

 the elderly or anyone with a weak immune system  

 heavy alcohol drinkers or those with a history of liver problems  

 diabetics 

Adverse Reactions to Cipro 

Adverse reactions to antibiotics, such as Cipro, are responsible for more than 

140,000 emergency rooms visits each year. If you or a loved one took Cipro 

Related Topics:  

 Cipro Side 

Effects  

 Cipro Tendon 

Rupture  

 Cipro Toxic 

Epidermal 

Necrolysis  

 Cipro Lawsuits 

Related News: 

 Cipro Linked to 

Fatal Skin 

Disease  

 FDA 

Recommends 

Black Box 

Warning for 

Levaquin and 

Cipro  

 FDA Orders 

Cipro to Carry 

Black Box 

Warning 
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and experienced an adverse side effect, contact us today as you may be 

entitled to compensation for your injuries. 

Darvocet Recall Lawsuit 
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Darvocet Recall Resources 
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>> Darvocet 

Darvon 

Other Resources 

Public Citizen - Petitions FDA to Ban Darvocet Products 

Worst Pills - Health Research Group Petitions to Phase Out the Sale of the 

Painkiller Propoxyphene (DARVON, DARVOCET, and Generic Versions) 

Update: On 1/30/09 an advisory committee to the U.S. Food & Drug 

Administration (FDA) recommended a ban on the popular pain 

medication, Darvocet (propoxyphene combined withacetaminophen) 

that has been used to treat pain for more than 50 years. According to 

government health and safety experts, Darvocet has been linked to 

addiction and other serious, life-threatening side effects.  

The Health Research Group recently petitioned the U.S. Food & Drug 

Administration to ban Darvon (generic: propoxyphene) and Darvocet 
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(generic: propoxyphene + acetaminophen ) due to the confirmed link 

between propoxyphene and over 10,000 confirmed deaths and 2,110 

reported accidental deaths since the early 1980's. 

If you or a loved one have taken Darvocet or Darvon and suffered from any 

side effects including accidental overdose, intentional overdose, suicide or 

any form of cardiac emergency, you should contact us immediately. You 

may be entitled to compensation and we can help. 

Whatôs the problem? 

Propoxyphene has been associated with 2,110 reported accidental 

deaths in the United States since 1981. A large proportion of these deaths 

occur because most of the drug is converted into a metabolite that is highly 

toxic to the heart and lasts longer in the body than the original compound, 

resulting in cardiac depression. Adverse cardiac events associated with 

propoxyphene include an interruption of heart transmission of electrical 

impulses, slowed heartbeats and a decreased ability of the heart to contract 

properly. 

>> Learn More:  Propoxyphene Side Effects (Home Page) 

Do I have a Darvocet Recall Lawsuit?  

The Defective Drug Litigation Group at our law firm is an experienced team 

of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in 

Darvocet and Propxyphene lawsuits. We are handling individual litigation 

nationwide and currently accepting new Darvocet and Propxyphene 

overdose, suicide and heart related death cases in all 50 states.  

Darvon® Lawsuit 

Email Save Print 

Home > Dangerous Drugs > Darvon 

Darvon, manufactured by Eli Lily, 

has been linked to serious, life-

threatening side effects that include 

accidental overdose, intentional 

overdose, or any form of cardiac 

emergency. 
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FDA Darvon Recall Update: On 

January 30, 2009 an FDA advisory 

committee voted to recommended a 

ban on the popular pain medication, 

Darvon. Darvon is a pain medication 

that has been used for more than 50 

years but has also been linked to 

addiction and other serious, life-

threatening side effects. In fact, over 

10,000 deaths, at least 2,110 of those 

being accidental overdoses, have been 

linked to the use of Darvon and/or 
Darvocet. 

Darvon, also known as Propoxyphene, 

is used to treat mild to moderate pain. 

It is in a class called opioids. Darvon is 

currently one of the most prescribed 

drugs in this country. 

What You Can Do & How We Can 

Help 

The Schmidt Firm, LLP is currently 

accepting Darvon and Propxyphene 

accidental overdose cases in all 50 

states. If you or somebody you know 

has taken Darvon and died from an 

accidental overdose, you should 

contact our firm immediately for a free 

case consultation. Please click here to 

contact our Dangerous Drug Litigation 

Group or call toll free 24 hours a day at 

(866) 920-0753. 

What is the problem with Darvon? 

Darvon is used to treat mild to 

moderate pain. It is also used for pain 

before, during, and after surgery. It 
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was the 12th most prescribed drug in 

2004 with almost 23 million 

prescriptions written. In February 

2006, the Public Citizen urged the 

FDA to ban both Darvon and 

Darvocet, a popular painkiller that 

combines Propozyphene and 

Acetaminophen. Over 10,000 deaths, 

at least 2,110 of those being accidental 

overdoses, have been reported after the 

use of Darvon and Darvocet. 

Side Effects of Darvon 

There are a variety of side effects 

associated with Darvon. Our firm is 

pursing the following types of serious, 

life-threatening side effects: 

 Accidental Overdose  

 Suicide  

 Cardiac Emergency  

 Death  

 Lightheadedness  

 Dizziness  

 Sedation  

 Nausea  

 Vomiting  

Do I Have a Darvon Lawsuit? 

The Schmidt Firm, LLP is currently 

accepting Darvon induced overdose 

cases in all 50 states. If you or 

somebody you know has been injured 

by Darvon, you should contact our 

firm immediately for a free case 

consultation. Please use the form 

below to contact our Dangerous Drug 



Litigation Group or call toll free 24 

hours a day at (866) 920-0753. 

Dostinex
®
 

Dostinex
®
 (cabergoline) is approved by the FDA to treat a hormonal 

disorder called hyperprolactinemia.  It is also used in other countries to treat 

Parkinson's disease, but it is not approved for this use in the United States.  

It works by stopping the brain from making and releasing the prolactin 

hormone from the pituitary. Dostinex
®
 is manufactured by Pfizer, Inc.  Sales 

of Dostinex
®
 in the United States are reported to total about $88 million in 

2005. 

 

Dostinex
®
 Linked to Heart Valve Damage 

A study by Italian researcher Dr. Renzo Zanettini and others at the Instituti 

Clinici di Perfezionamento in Milan found that roughly one-fourth of 

Parkinson's patients taking Dostinex had moderate to severe heart valve 

troubles.  The study compared the echocardiogram images of the hearts of 

155 patients taking various Parkinson's medications with a  group of 90 

control subjects.  Moderate to severe valve problems were found in 29% of 

the Parkinson's patients using Dostinex.  Moderate to severe valve problems 

were not found in those on other Parkinson's drugs and were present in less 

than 6 percent of the comparison group. 

Another study by German researcher Dr. Rene Schade and others found that 

patients using Dostinex
®
 drug were five to seven times more likely to have 

leaky heart valves than those on other Parkinson's medications.  The study 

used records from more than 11,400 Parkinson's patients in the United 

Kingdom between the ages of 40 to 80 who were prescribed Parkinson's
 

drugs between 1988 and 2005.  The researchers found that the rate of newly 

diagnosed leaky valves was increased among Dostinex
®
 and pergolide users 

but not in those using the other medications. 

Dostinex
®
 may target a specific receptor expressed in heart valves, while the 

other drugs in this class work in a different way.  Both studies were reported 

in the New England Journal of Medicine. 



A warning about valve problems was added to Dostinex
®
 in 2006 that 

identifies the potential problem as a ''precaution.''  The drug does not carry a 

black-box warning label which is the strongest warning required by the 

FDA.  As a result, the warning is in a less obvious part of the prescribing 

information for doctors.   

The medical director for the National Parkinson Foundation, Dr. Michael S. 

Okun, said people taking pergolide or Dostinex
®
 for Parkinson's should be 

told about the new research and given a chance to switch to other drugs.  He 

said that safer, equally effective drugs are available.  Dr. Okun was not 

involved in the studies.   

Another researcher who was not involved in the studies, Dr. Bryan L. Roth, 

was quoted in the New York Times saying that he would not recommend 

prescribing the drugs.  Several news sources also quoted Dr. Roth as 

describing the risk of valve disease as "extraordinarily high."  Dr. Roth 

wrote a commentary in the New England Journal of Medicine about the 

studies and has previously published a paper warning that the drugs 

appeared to trigger the same heart-related mechanism that was seen with the 

fen-phen diet combination.  Fen-Phen was pulled from the market in 1997 

after they were linked to valve problems.  

 

Consult A Doctor On Medical Issues 

The Steinberg law firm does not intend, by this web site or otherwise, to 

dissuade anyone from using medication without their doctors' approval.  

Please consult your doctor, not your lawyer, on matters relating to your 

health.  It could be dangerous to stop taking medicines, especially abruptly.  

 

Consult A Lawyer on Legal Issues 

The Steinberg Law Firm recommends that you contact experienced legal 

counsel as soon as possible after an injury.  Involving legal counsel early can 

help preserve the evidence that is important to your claim and help ensure 

that you receive proper compensation.  Please call or e-mail us for a free 

legal consultation if you or a loved one has taken Dostinex
®
 and been 

diagnosed with heart valve disease. You will not be charged any fee for the 



consultation and, if we take your case, you will not be charged a fee unless 

we win your case. 

ETHEX DEXTROAMPHETAM INE RECALL: TABLET M AY HAVE 

DOUBLE THE DOSE 

The St. Louis based ETHEX Corporation issued a voluntary recall of three 

specific lots of Dextroamphetamine sulfate 5 mg tablets which may contain 

twice the approved level of the active ingredient due to defects in the 

manufacturing process.  

Background: 

Dextroamphetamine is a drug used in the treatment of narcolepsy and 

ADHD, the double strength of the pill may actually increase the adverse 

effects know to be associated with the drug.  The recalled lots are 77946, 

81141 and 81142 and were distributed by ETHEX Corporation under an 

ETHEX label between January 2007 and May 2008. The 5 mg product is an 

orange round tablet debossed with "ETHEX" and "311" on one side.  The 

recall was initiated after workers found oversized tablets in lots which had 

not been distributed yet. 

Heath Risks and Symptoms: 

 Tachycardia (rapid heart beat)  

 Hypertension  

 Tremors  

 Decreased appetite  

 Headache  

 Insomnia  

 Dizziness  

 Blurred vision  

 Stomach upset  

 Dry mouth  

Additional Information:  

 10.15.08: Recall Press Release, fda.gov  

What can you do? 

http://www.fda.gov/oc/po/firmrecalls/ethex10_08.html


If you or a loved one experienced any serious side effects associated with 

your use of Dextroamphetamine, you are urged to seek medical attention. It 

may also be important to contact an attorney who can help you protect your 

potential legal claim. If you would like more information, or would just like 

to talk with a lawyer experienced in this litigation, please call attorney Stacy 

Hauer at 1.800.755.0098 for a free consultation or click here to fill out an 

online free case review. 

F e n t o r a ® 

On September 13, 2007, Cephalon, the manufacturer of Fentora®, issued a 

warning to doctors regarding deaths linked to Fentora®. Then on September 

27th, 2007, the Federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a 

public health advisory regarding the use of Fentora®. Fentora® is a 

powerful narcotic used to treat pain.  

 

A c t i q ®  F e n t a n y l  L o l l i p o p 

Fentora® is a faster acting version of Actiq®, which is a lozenge on a stick 

similar to a lollipop. According to the Wall Street Journal, Actiq® has been 

linked to more than 120 deaths including two children who confused the 

drug for candy. 

 

D u r a g e s i c  ( F e n t a n y l )  P a i n  P a t c h 

In July, 2005, the FDA issued a health advisory regarding deaths and 

overdoses in patients using Duragesic and the generic version of this 

http://www.zimmreed.com/inquiry-form.htm


product. Duragesic is the brand name for Fentanyl filled patches. These 

patches are supposed to dispense the drug slowly over up to 3 days. 

If you or a loved one has experienced an overdose and/death relating to any 

of these products, then call 888-529-4688 or email 

andrewsteinberg@lawyer.com. 

 

C o n s u l t  A  D o c t o r  O n  M e d i c a l  I s s u e s 

The Steinberg law firm does not intend, by this web site or otherwise, to 

dissuade anyone from taking medication without their doctors' approval. 

Please consult your doctor, not your lawyer, on matters relating to your 

health. Patients should talk to their physicians to decide whether they are at 

risk with Fentora®, Actiq® or Fentanyl Transdermal Patches. 

 

C o n s u l t  A  L a w y e r  o n  L e g a l  I s s u e s 

If you believe you or a loved one have been wronged, take action to 

protect your rights. 

»   Fill out this form if you need additional information or want to discuss a 

potential claim with an attorney. All inquiries are kept strictly confidential. 

Please e-mail Andrew E. Steinberg* at:  andrewsteinberg@lawyer.com for a 

free, confidential consultation, or call us at 888-529-4688. 

»   If the inquiry is accepted for further review, you will receive a prompt 

response (usually the same day or by the next business day). 

Our description of your legal rights is not intended to imply that any product 

is defective. That can only be determined through a case-specific 

investigation.  

Fluvoxamine Birth Defects Lawsuit Resource 

Send to Friend | Bookmark | Live Chat 

Fluvoxamine Resources 
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S&C Related Contents 

>> Fluvoxamine Birth Defects 

Celexa (citalopram) - Celexa, Cipramil, Emocal, Sepram, Seropram 

Fluvoxamine - Luvox, Faverin 

Lexapro (escitalopram) - Lexapro, Cipralex, Esertia 

Paxil (paroxetine) - Paxil, Seroxat, Aropax, Deroxat, Rexetin, Xetanor, 
Paroxat 

Prozac (fluoxetine) - Prozac, Fontex, Seromex, Seronil, Sarafem, Fluctin 
(EUR))  

Symbyax (olanzepine/fluoxetine)  

Zoloft (sertraline) - Zoloft, Lustral, Serlain 

Other SSRI Birth Defect Articles 

Congenital Heart Defects - Atrial and Ventricular Septal Defects  

Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN) 

Omphalocele - Abdominal Birth Defects  

Craniosynostosis - Cranial Birth Defects 

Paxil Suicide, Self-Mutilation and Harm  

Additional Contents 

Atrial Septal Defects 
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Ventricular Septal Defects  

Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the Newborn 

Craniosynostosis 

Omphalocele 

SSRI antidepressants including the popular drug Fluvoxamine (Luvox, 

Faverin Symbax) have been linked to variety of severe birth defects 

including Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension (PPHN), heart, lung, 

abdominal and cranial defects.  

If you or a loved one have taken Fluvoxamine, Luvox, Faverin or Symbax 

while pregnant and given birth to a child with a congenital birth defect, you 

should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to compensation and we 

can help. 

Congenital Heart Defects 

The U.S. Food & Drug Administration has warned doctors and patients that 

exposure to SSRI's such as Fluvoxamine during pregnancy pose a serious 

risk to the fetus and has been linked to an increased risk of Congenital Heart 

Defects.  

More specifically, the most common form of Fluvoxamine induced heart 

birth defects observed by our firm has been either Atrial Septal Defects or 

Ventricular Septal Defects. 

Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN) 

Recently, The New England Journal of Medicine released the results of a 

case-controlled study wherein SSRI's including Fluvoxamine were linked to 

an increased risk of an infant being born with Persistent Pulmonary 

Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN).  

Shortly after the aforementioned study was released, the FDA issued another 

Public Health Advisory warning that exposure to Fluvoxamine during 

pregnancy posed a serious risk to the fetus and was linked to an increased 

risk of PPHN. 

http://www.schmidtandclark.com/Paxil/ventricular-septal-defects.html
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Abdominal & Cranial Birth Defects  

According to information released from the National Birth Defects 

Prevention Study of Infants, SSRI antidepressants like Fluvoxamine may 

cause two separate congenital abnormalities called Omphalocele and 

Craniosynostosis.  

Omphalocele is a congenital (present at birth) abdominal wall defect at the 

base of the umbilical cord (umbilicus); the infant is born with a sac 

protruding through the defect which contains small intestine, liver, and large 

intestine. 

Craniosynostosis is a congenital (present at birth) defect that causes one or 

more sutures on a baby's head to close earlier than normal. Sutures are 

connections that separate each individual skull bones. The early closing of a 

suture leads to an abnormally shaped head. 

Known Fluvoxamine Side Effects 

 Withdrawal  

 Birth Defects  

 Congenital Heart Defects, Atrial or Ventricular Septal Defects (hole in 

heart)  

 Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN)  

 Abdominal Birth Defects / Omphalocele  

 Cranial Birth Defects / Craniosynostosis  

Do I have a Fluvoxamine Lawsuit?  

The Defective Drug Litigation Group at our law firm is an experienced team 

of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in 

Fluvoxamine lawsuits. We are handling individual litigation nationwide and 

currently accepting new Fluvoxamine birth defect cases in all 50 states. 

Gadolinium Litigation: MRI/MRA Contrast Agent and 

Association with Nephrogenic Systemic Fibrosis (NSF) and 

Nephrogenic Fibrosing Dermopathy (NFD) 

Gadolinium Court enters Case Management Order 

Attorney Rafferty Appointed National Co-Lead Counsel  

http://www.levinlaw.com/PracticeAreas/3.25.2008%20CMO%203%20signed.pdf
http://www.levinlaw.com/PracticeAreas/3.24.2008.%20Signed%20PSC%20appointment%20order.pdf


Levin Papantonio law firm is investigating cases involving 

gadolinium-containing contrast agents used in patients with kidney 

failure and a disease known as Nephrogenic Systemic Fibrosis 

(NSF), also called Nephrogenic Fibrosing Dermopathy (NFD). 

FDA Requests Boxed Warning for Contrast Agents Used to 

Improve MRI Images 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has asked 

manufacturers to include a new boxed warning on the product 

labeling of all gadolinium-based contrast agents which are used to 

enhance the quality of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). 

 

The requested warning would state that patients with severe kidney 

insufficiency who receive gadolinium-based agents are at risk for 

developing a debilitating, and a potentially fatal disease known as 

nephrogenic systemic fibrosis (NSF). In addition, it would state that 

patients just before or just after liver transplantation, or those with 

chronic liver disease, are also at risk for developing NSF if they are 

experiencing kidney insufficiency of any severity. 

 

"FDA has been carefully monitoring potential safety signals related 

to these contrast agents after receiving reports about the risk of this 

potentially life-threatening disease," said Steven Galson, M.D., 

M.P.H., director of FDA's Center for Drug Evaluation and 

Research. "This latest action demonstrates FDA's continuing 

vigilance about ensuring the safety of drug products once they enter 

the marketplace." 



 

 

Patients with NSF develop thickening of the skin and connective 

tissues that inhibits their ability to move and may result in broken 

bones. Other organs are at risk of thickening as well. The cause of 

NSF is not known and there is no consistently effective treatment of 

this condition. 

 

FDA first notified health care professionals and the public about the 

gadolinium-related risks for NSF in June 2006 . Information on the 

risks was updated in December. 

 

Gadolinium-based contrast agents are commonly used to improve 

the visibility of internal structures when patients undergo an MRI. 

Five gadolinium-based contrast agents have been approved for use 

in the United States:  

 Magnevist (gadopentetate dimeglumine)  

 Ominiscan (gadodiamide)  

 OptiMARK (gadoversetamide)  

 MultiHance (gadobenate dimeglumine)  

 and Prohance (gadoteridol)  

Reports have identified the development of NSF following single 

and multiple administrations of the gadolinium-based contrast 

agents. The reports have not always identified a specific agent. 



Omniscan was the most commonly reported agent, when a specific 

agent was identified, followed by 

Magnevist and OptiMARK. 

 

NSF also has developed after the 

sequential administration of Omniscan 

and MultiHance and Omniscan and 

ProHance. Because reports 

incompletely describe exposure to 

gadolinium-based contrast agents, it is 

not possible to know if the extent of 

risks for developing NSF is the same 

for all agents. 

 

Patients should be screened for kidney problems prior to receiving 

one of these imaging agents. The recommended dose should not be 

exceeded and enough time should elapse to ensure that a dose has 

been eliminated from the body before the agent is used again. 

 

There have been no reports of NSF among patients with normal 

kidney function or those with mild-to-moderate kidney 

insufficiency. 

 

Bayer Schering Pharma, Berlin, Germany, manufactures Magnevist; 

GE Healthcare, Chalfont St. Giles, U.K., is the maker of Omniscan; 

OptiMARK is manufactured by Mallinckrodt, Inc., Hazelwood, 

Mo.; and ProHance and Multihance are made by Bracco 

Diagnostics Inc., Princeton, N.J. 

 

Gadolinium is an FDA-approved contrast agent for magnetic 

resonance imaging (MRI). Gadolinium is also called gadolinium-

DPTA and gadodiamide, and it goes by various brand names. 

Gadolinium is non-radioactive and resembles plain water. 

 

Reports have identified a possible link between NSF/NFD and 

exposure to gadolinium containing contrast agents used at high 

doses for a procedure called Magnetic Resonance Angiography 

GADOLINIUM 

RESOURCES: 

 What is 

Gadolinium?   

 Contact Us  
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(MRA). An MRA test uses magnetic resonance imaging to take 

pictures of blood vessels. The gadolinium contrast agent is injected 

into a patient's vein in order to distinguish blood vessels from other 

nearby tissues. 

 

The 25 cases of NSF/NFD were reported on May 29, 2006, by the 

Danish Medicines Agency. Among these, 20 cases occurred in 

Denmark and five cases occurred in Austria. The patients developed 

NSF/NFD within 3 months (range 2 weeks to 3 months) after 

receiving the gadolinium-containing contrast agent. 

 

As of April 3, 2007, the Food and Drug Administration has received 

another 65 cases of Nephrogenic Systemic Fibrosis/Nephrogenic 

Fibrosing Dermopathy (NSF/NFD). 

 

NSF/NFD is typically characterized by swelling and tightening of 

the skin, usually limited to the extremities. but sometimes involving 

the trunk. The condition may develop over a period of days to 

several weeks. In many cases, skin thickening inhibits the flexion 

and extension of joints, resulting in painful contractures. In the most 

severe of cases, affected patients may be unable to walk, or fully 

extend the joints of their arms, hands, legs, and feet. Complaints of 

muscle weakness are common. 

 

Once a patient contracts NSF/NFD, the skin changes may start as 

reddened or darkened patches, papules, or plaques. In time, the skin 

surface may distort to resemble the texture of the peel of an orange. 

Some patients may experience burning, itching, or severe sharp 

pains in areas of involvement. Radiography may reveal 

calcifications of the soft tissue. NSF/NFD patients can report "bone 

ache" described in the hips and in the ribs. 

 

Topically, the skin lesions are commonly symmetrical, with zones 

between the ankles and thighs most commonly involved, followed 

by involvement between the wrist and upper arms. Hand and foot 

swelling with blister-like lesions has also been reported in patient 

with NSF/NFD. Some patients have reported yellow papules or 

plaques on or near the eyes. 

 



If you or a loved one had an MRI/MRA using a contrast agent 

to enhance the image, and you developed NFS/NFD, please fill 

out our free case evaluation form  to better help us assist you. 

We would be pleased to provide a free, confidential evaluation 

to potential claims. 

Ketek 

Ketek Litigation at The Lanier Law Firm  

Ketek was introduced to the market on April 1, 2004 by Aventis 

Pharmaceuticals Inc. (currently known as Sanofi-Aventis). Ketek was 

developed to treat adults with certain respiratory (lung and sinus) infections 

caused by bacteria.  

On January 20, 2006, the Annals of Internal Medicine published an article 

reporting three cases of liver toxicity following the use of Ketek. Of the 

three reported cases of liver toxicity, one patient recovered, one patient 

needed a liver transplant and the third passed away. Examination of these 

patients' livers showed massive tissue death. All three had been healthy prior 

to their use of Ketek and were not using other prescription drugs.  

Other known side effects of Ketek include hepatitis, jaundice, drowsiness, 

dizziness, blurred vision or double vision, and nausea.  

The FDA is continuing its investigation of this issue and makes the 

following recommendations to healthcare providers and patients:  

 Healthcare providers should monitor patients taking Ketek for signs or 

symptoms of liver problems. Ketek should be stopped in patients who 

develop signs or symptoms of liver problems.  

 Patients who have been prescribed Ketek and are not experiencing 

side effects such as jaundice should continue taking their medicine as 

prescribed unless otherwise directed by their healthcare provider.  

 Patients who notice any yellowing of their eyes or skin or other 

problems like blurry vision should contact their healthcare provider 

immediately.  

 As with all antibiotics, Ketek should only be used for infections 

caused by a susceptible microorganism. Ketek is not effective in 

treating viral infections, so a patient with a viral infection should not 

http://www.levinlaw.com/CM/PracticeAreaDescriptions/Gadolinium_Contact_Us_Form.asp
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receive Ketek since they would be exposed to the risk of side effects 

without any benefit.  

If you or a loved one has used Ketek and suffered any side effects, 

please contact our office for a free evaluation.  

More Ketek Information:   

FDA Public Health Advisory, Ketek Tablets  

Ketek Consumer Information  

Wall Street Journal, "Fraud, Errors Taint Key Study of Widely Used Sanofi 

Drug" 

(Written by Anna Wilde Mathews, May 1, 2006)  

Levitra, manufactured by Bayer, has 

been linked to serious adverse effects 

such as blindness and other side 

effects. 

Approved by the FDA in 2003, Levitra 

is used by millions of American men to 

treat impotence and erectile 

dysfunction. Recent studies have 

discovered a link between the popular 

erectile dysfunction medications, 

Viagra, Cialis and Levitra, and 

occurrences of Non-arteritic anterior 

ischemic optic neuropathy (NAION). 

What You Can Do & How We Can 

Help 

The Schmidt Firm, LLP is currently 

accepting Levitra induced NAION 

claims in all 50 states. If you or 

somebody you know has taken Levitra 

and suffered from NAION, you should 

contact our firm immediately for a free 

case consultation. Please click here to 

http://www.lanierlawfirm.com/contact.htm
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drug/advisory/telithromycin.htm
http://www.fda.gov/cder/consumerinfo/druginfo/Ketek.htm
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB114644463095840108.html
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contact our Dangerous Drug Litigation 

Group or call toll free 24 hours a day at 

(866) 920-0753. 

What is the problem with Levitra? 

Levitra is used by millions of 

American men to treat impotence and 

erectile dysfunction. It recently been 

linked to patients developing Non-

arteritic anterior ischemic optic 

neuropathy (NAION). Symptoms 

usually begin affecting men 

approximately 36 hours after ingesting 

the drug. NAION is a condition in with 

vision loss occurs due to damage to the 

optic nerve from a lack of blood 

supply. Nearly 8,000 people are 

affected by NAION yearly. Patients 

usually notice poor vision in one eye 

after awakening. Individuals suffering 

from NAION describe a haze or dark 

shadow obscuring either the upper or 

lower half of the vision in one eye. 

After being affected by NAION, there 

is no effective treatment to reverse the 

damage. Most men do not suffer from 

total vision loss. Usually only a 

moderate amount of vision loss is 

incurred.  

Side Effects of Levitra 

There are a variety of side effects 

associated with Levitra. Our firm is 

pursing the following types of serious, 

life-threatening side effects: 

 Blindness 

 Vision loss 



 NAION 

 Hearing Loss  

Do I Have a Levitra Lawsuit? 

The Schmidt Firm, LLP is currently 

accepting Levitra induced injury cases 

in all 50 states. If you or somebody 

you know has been injured by Levitra, 

you should contact our firm 

immediately for a free case 

consultation. Please use the form 

below to contact our Dangerous Drug 

Litigation Group or call toll free 24 

hours a day at (866) 920-0753. 

Nationwide Levaquin (levofloxacin) Lawsuit 

Send to Friend | Bookmark | Live Chat 

Levaquin Resources 

 

S&C Related Contents 

>> Levaquin 

Related Websites 

FDA Requests Boxed Warnings on Fluoroquinolone Antimicrobial Drugs 

Public Citizen and Illinois Attorney General Petition FDA to Place "Black 

Boxò Warning on Fluoroquinolones 
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Levaquin (Generic: levofloxacin) is in a class of antibiotics called 

fluroquinolone, which have come under attack in recent months as 

being linked to serious adverse side effects. More specifically, Levaquin 

has been linked to tendon damage and ruptures in the Achilles tendon, 

the rotator cuff (shoulder), the biceps, the hand, and the thumb.  

Breaking News: On July 8, 2008, drug safety officials imposed the 

government's most urgent safety warning on Levaquin and similar 

antibiotics, citing evidence that they might lead to serious tendon ruptures 

that could leave patients incapacitated and needing extensive surgery. 

The Food and Drug Administration ordered makers of fluoroquinolone drugs 

-- a potent class of antibacterials -- to add a prominent "black box"  warning 

to their products and develop literature for patients emphasizing the risks. 

Video Provided By: MSNBC 

What You Can Do & How We Can Help 

Schmidt & Clark, LLP is currently accepting Levaquin induced tendonitis 

and tendon ruptures claims in all 50 states. If you or somebody you know 

has taken Levaquin and suffered from an adverse event, you should contact 

our firm immediately for a free case consultation. Please click here to 

contact our Dangerous Drug Litigation Group or call toll free 24 hours a day 

at (866) 588-0600. 

What is the Problem?  

Initial Attempt to Add Warning : In August 2006, Public Citizen & the 

Illinois Attorney General petitioned the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

to add a "Black Box Warning" to Levaquin's packaging and require 

pharmacists to give patients FDA-approved medication guides that also 

carry the warning of tendon rupture associated with the drug.  

http://www.schmidtandclark.com/contact.html
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In addition, a nonprofit group petitioned for the same warnings as far back 

as 1996, however as the FDA granted the petition, it ended up being buried 

in the list of possible adverse reactions and so thus far been inadequate. 

Schmidt & Clark has actively been pursuing Levaquin induced side 

effect lawsuits for quite sometime. If you or somebody you know has 

taken Levaquin and suffered from an adverse event, you should contact 

our firm  immediately for a free case consultation. 

FDA Adds Black Box Warning to Levaquin: The Food and Drug 

Administration ordered makers of fluoroquinolone drugs -- a potent class of 

antibacterials -- to add a prominent "black box" warning to their products 

and develop literature for patients emphasizing the risks. 

The FDA has stated in part that, "the benefits of the drug outweigh the 

risks." 

Will the FDA's recent action spur a Levaquin recall? We do not know at this 

time, however you need to understand that the drug has not been recalled. 

The FDA has taken the most aggressive action it can by adding the black 

box warning to the medication. The final step in this process would be for 

the FDA to require or the manufacturers to voluntarily initiate a Levaquin 

recall. 

The Number of Levaquin Induced Tendon Ruptures are Startling 

Tendon ruptures associated with these drugs continue to occur at a 

disturbing rate but could be prevented if doctors and patients were more 

aware of the early warning signals, such as the onset of tendon pain, and 

switched to other antibiotics.  

The FDA must act and require black box warnings and patient information 

guides - (Source: Dr. Sidney Wolfe, director of Public Citizen's Health 

Research Group)  

Some researchers speculate that fluoroquinolones are toxic to tendon fibers 

and may decrease blood supply in tendons that already have a limited 

amount of blood supply.  

Update: The FDA has conducted a new analysis of the available 

literature and post-marketing adverse event reports. This new analysis 

http://www.schmidtandclark.com/contact.html
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reconfirms that use of Levaquin and levofloxacin is associated with an 

increased risk of tendon rupture. It also demonstrates that despite the 

current warning of tendon rupture in the labeling for Levaquin and 

levofloxacin, large numbers of tendon-related adverse events continue to 

be reported. 

Antibiotics Linked to Tendon Rupture  

Although Levaquin is the main target of our investigation, we are also 

interested in speaking with you if you have experienced tendon rupture after 

taking any of the other antibiotics listed below: 

 Cipro (Ciprofloxacin)  

 Cipro XR and Proquin XR (ciprofloxacin extended release)  

 Factive (gemifloxacin)  

 Penetrex (Enoxacin)  

 Tequin (Gatifloxacin)  

 Levaquin (Levofloxacin)  

 Maxaquin (Lomefloxacin)  

 Avelox (Moxifloxacin)  

 Noroxin (Norfloxacin)  

 Floxin (Ofloxacin)  

Levaquin Tendon Rupture Statistics  

The FDA's database shows 262 reported cases of tendon ruptures, 259 cases 

of tendonitis, and 274 cases of other tendon disorders. These numbers may 

be higher since the recent FDA announcement. 

 61% of the tendon ruptures reported to the FDA was caused by 

Levaquin.  

 23% of the tendon ruptures reported the FDA was caused by Cipro.  

Signs & Symptoms of Tendon Rupture 

The tendon most frequently associated to the Levaquin induced ruptures is 

the Achilles tendon, however Levaquin has also been linked to tendon 

ruptures in the rotator cuff (shoulder), the biceps, the hand, and the thumb. 

Below is a brief list of symptoms often associated with an Achilles tendon 

rupture: 



 sudden and severe pain  

 swelling and bruising  

 difficulty walking  

Signs & Symptoms of Tendonitis 

Symptoms of tendonitis that are produced near a joint aggravated by 

movement include the following: 

 Pain  

 Tenderness  

 Mild swelling, in some cases  

Tendonitis in various locations in your body produces these specific types of 

pain: 

Tennis elbow. This type causes pain on the outer side of your forearm near 

your elbow when you rotate your forearm or grip an object. Golfer's elbow 

causes pain on the inner part of your elbow. 

Achilles tendonitis. This form causes pain just above your heel. 

Adductor tendonitis. This type leads to pain in your groin. 

Patellar tendonitis. In this type, you experience pain just below your 

kneecap. 

Rotator cuff tendonitis. This tendinitis leads to shoulder pain.  

Do I Have a Levaquin Lawsuit? 

Schmidt & Clark, LLP is currently accepting Levaquin induced injury cases 

in all 50 states. If you or somebody you know has been injured by Levaquin, 

you should contact our firm immediately for a free case consultation. Please 

use the form below to contact our Dangerous Drug Litigation Group or call 

toll free 24 hours a day at (866) 588-0600. 

Welch and Kitchens, LLC and The Law Offices of Darren OôQuinn have 

filed a law suit on behalf of Shelia Elrod, 49, a resident of Little Rock 

alleging that the drug Mirapex , marketed by Pfizer Pharmaceuticals and 

other companies causes destructive obsessive compulsive behaviors 

including gambling in persons not otherwise predisposed to engage in those 

behaviors.   



A series of studies indicate that Mirapex [pramipexole]  and other 

drugs in a class of drugs known as ñdopamine agonistsò caused such 

obsessive-compulsive behaviors.  In 2002-03, a study at the prestigious 

Mohamed Ali Center for Parkinsonôs Research in Arizona concluded that 

the drug likely caused such obsessive compulsive gambling in a significant 

number of patients. That study was published in the journal Neurology in 

2003. In July 2005, a Mayo clinic study reached similar conclusions. 

While denying any connection to the drug, Pfizer changed its package 

insert in 2005 to include the óslight riskô of patients developing compulsive 

behaviors such as gambling. 

In the lawsuit filed in Pulaski Circuit Court on Thursday, Ms. Elrod 

alleges that before being prescribed Mirapex by her physician, she had not 

been a compulsive gambler and had had very limited exposure to gambling 

at all for less than $50, total.  Ms. Elrod says that her dosages after being 

raised above a certain limit caused her to surreptitiously engage in gambling 

behaviors that cost her and her family over $400,000 in a period of less than 

18 months.   

            Once the drug was discontinued, all gambling behavior ceased, the 

suit said.  Morgan E. ñChipò Welch of Welch and Kitchens and Darren 

OôQuinn of the OôQuinn Law Firm, lawyers for Elrod, stated that the 

pharmaceutical companies were aware of statistically significant instances of 

patients suffering obsessive compulsive gambling and had a duty to warn 

patients of the dangers associated with the drug.  

            For further information or a copy of the complaint, contact Morgan 

E. ñChipò Welch at 501-978-3030. 

Symbyax, manufactured by Eli Lilly, 

has been linked to serious, life-

threatening birth defects. 

Approved by the FDA in 2003, 

Symbyax is used by millions of 

Americans for anxiety and depression. 

The FDA is strengthening its warning 

for the antidepressant Symbyax 

because it may be associated with birth 
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defects, specifically, congenital heart 

defects, Persistent Pulmonary 

Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN), 

abdominal and cranial defects. 

What You Can Do & How We Can 

Help 

The Schmidt Firm, LLP is currently 

accepting Symbyax induced birth 

defect claims in all 50 states. If you or 

somebody you know has taken 

Symbyax and their child has developed 

a congenital heart defect, Persistent 

Pulmonary Hypertension of the 

Newborn (PPHN), abdominal or 

cranial defect, you should contact our 

firm immediately for a free case 

consultation. Please click here to 

contact our Dangerous Drug Litigation 

Group or call toll free 24 hours a day at 

(866) 920-0753. 

What is the problem with Symbyax? 

Symbyax is used by millions of 

Americans to treat depression. More 

specifically, pregnant women have 

been prescribed Symbyax to help with 

anxiety involved with their pregnancy. 

The fetuses of these women using 

Symbyax or other SSRI 

antidepressants such as Paxil, Celexa, 

Luvox, Lexapro, Prozac, and Zoloft 

are at a greater risk of developing a 

birth defect. 

The two most common forms of an 

SSRI antidepressant congenital heart 

defect are atrial septal defects or 
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ventricular septal defects. Atrial septal 

defect (ASD) is a form of congenital 

heart defect that enables blood flow 

between the left and right atria via the 

interatrial septum. There is a hole in 

the wall between the two upper 

chambers of the heart that allows for 

this blood flow exchange. Ventricular 

Septal Defect (VSD) is when there is a 

large opening between the ventricles 

allowing a large amount of oxygen-

rich blood from the heart's left side 

through the defect on the right side. It 

is then pumped back into the lungs, 

even though it has been oxygenated. 

This is wasteful, since blood that's 

already been to the lungs is returning 

there, and blood that needs to go to the 

lungs is being displaced. The heart, 

which has to pump an extra amount of 

blood, is overworked and may enlarge. 

The results of the study have shown 

that babies born to mothers who took 

Symbyax were more likely to develop 

Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of 

the Newborn (PPHN), than babies born 

to mothers who did not take Symbyax 

during pregnancy. PPHN is failure of 

the normal circulatory transition that 

occurs after birth. It is a syndrome 

characterized by marked pulmonary 

hypertension that causes hypoxemia 

and right-to-left extrapulmonary 

shunting of blood. With inadequate 

pulmonary perfusion, neonates develop 

refractory hypoxemia, respiratory 

distress, and acidosis. 

SSRI antidepressants like Symbyax 

may cause two separate congenital 



abnormalities called Omphalocele and 

Craniosynostosis . An omphalocele is a 

congenital (present at birth) abdominal 

wall birth defect in which the infant's 

intestine or other abdominal organs 

stick out of the belly button (navel). In 

babies with an omphalocele, the 

intestines are covered only by a thin 

layer of tissue and can be easily seen. 

Craniosynostosis is a congenital 

(present at birth) defect that causes one 

or more sutures on a baby's head to 

close earlier than normal. Sutures are 

connections that separate each 

individual skull bones. The early 

closing of a suture leads to an 

abnormally shaped head. 

Side Effects of Symbyax 

There are a variety of side effects 

associated with Symbyax. Our firm is 

pursing the following types of serious, 

life-threatening side effects: 

 Congenital Heart Defects 

 Atrial Septal Defect 

 Ventricular Septal Defect 

 Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension 

of the Newborn (PPHN) 

 Omphalocele 

 Craniosynostosis  

Do I Have a Symbyax Lawsuit? 

The Schmidt Firm, LLP is currently 

accepting Symbyax induced injury 

cases in all 50 states. If you or 

somebody you know has been injured 

by Symbyax, you should contact our 



firm immediately for a free case 

consultation. Please use the form 

below to contact our Dangerous Drug 

Litigation Group or call toll free 24 

hours a day at (866) 920-0753. 

Sierra Heparin Syringe Recall 

Send to Friend | Bookmark | Live Chat 

Heparin Syringe Recall Resources 

 

S&C Related Contents 

Heparin Syringe Recall 

FDA Announcements 

FDA Warns Public of Contaminated Syringes 

AM2 PAT, Inc. Issues Nationwide Recall of Pre-Filled Heparin Lock 

Flush Solution USP (5 mL in 12 mL Syringes)  

AM2 PAT, Inc. has issued a nationwide recall of Sierra Pre-filled, or B. 

Braun Heparin syringes. The Heparin syringe has been found 

contaminated with Serratia marcescens, which can cause life-

threatening side effects or death. 
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If you or a loved one have been administered a Heparin syringe 

contaminated with Serratia marcescens and since suffered an adverse event, 

you should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to compensation 

and we can help. 

Whatôs the problem? 

AM2 PAT, Inc., in association with the U.S. Food & Drug Administration 

(FDA) has issued two separate product recalls related to the Sierra Pre-filled, 

or B. Braun Heparin syringe. 

On January 25, 2008, the FDA announced a nationwide recall of all lots of 

heparin and saline pre-filled flush syringes manufactured by AM2 PAT, Inc., 

of Angier, N.C. Two lots were found to be contaminated with Serratia 

marcescens, a bacterium that can cause serious injury or death. 

Link : http://www.fda.gov/bbs/topics/NEWS/2008/NEW01785.html 

On December 20, 2007, AM2 PAT, Inc. initiated a nationwide recall of one 

lot of Pre-Filled Heparin Lock Flush Solution USP (5 mL in 12 mL 

Syringes), Lot # 070926H. The heparin IV flush syringes were found to be 

contaminated with Serratia marcescens, which have resulted in patient 

infections. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) 

confirmed growth of Serratia marcescens from several unopened syringes of 

this product. 

Link : http://www.fda.gov/oc/po/firmrecalls/am2pat12_07.html 

Side Effects Associated with Sierra Heparin Syringeôs 

There are a number of serious, life-threatening side effects associated with 

the contaminated Heparin syringes. The use of the syringes could cause 

Serratia related: 

 Sepsis 

 Infection 

 Fever 

 Nausea 

 Chills 

 Vomiting 

 Death  

http://www.schmidtandclark.com/contact.html
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Do I have a Heparin Syringe Recall Lawsuit?  

The Defective Drug Litigation Group at our law firm is an experienced team 

of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in 

Heparin Recall lawsuits. We are handling individual litigation nationwide 

and currently accepting new Heparin cases in all 50 states. 

The Dangers of Seroquel 

A drug developed for the treatment of schizophrenia, Seroquel (quetiapine 

fumarate), is an oral medication that was cleared by the FDA in 1997. 

Seroquel is manufactured by Zeneca Pharmaceuticals and is a member of a 

new chemical class called dibenzothiazepine derivatives. Like other new 

"atypical" antipsychotics, Seroquel carries a decreased risk of side effects 

related to loss of motor control, a major problem with older "typical" 

antipsychotics. Seroquel is taken orally in pill form, usually two to three 

times per day.  

Users of Seroquel have found the drug to be as effective as traditional 

antipsychotic medications, including Thorazine (chlorpromazine) and Haldol 

(haloperidol). Until recently, it appeared that Seroquel was a new miracle 

drug, effectively controlling symptoms of schizophrenia, while avoiding the 

side effects that many patients found irritating or embarrassing.  

In 2004, four medical societies named Seroquel® as one of six anti-

psychotic drugs that promote diabetes, obesity or high cholesterol. In 

February's issue of the journal, Diabetes Care , the American Diabetes 

Association, the American Psychiatric Association, the North American 

Association for the Study of Obesity, and the American Association of 

Clinical Endocrinologists warned that Seroquel users should be watched 

carefully to ensure that they are not developing diabetes. Additionally, 

doctors prescribing Seroquel should screen patients carefully for a history of 

obesity and diabetes in the patient and family, as well as the patient's 

weight, blood pressure, and cholesterol levels. 

If you or a loved one has used Seroquel, you may wish to seek medical 

advice regarding the specific risks involved. Users of Seroquel should not, 

under any circumstances, decrease or cease their use of Seroquel without 

being instructed to do so by a doctor. Seroquel users who believe they have 

suffered adverse effects from their use of the medication should contact an 

attorney who is familiar with the issues surrounding Seroquel and other 
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antipsychotic medications to investigate potential recovery of funds related 

to the side effects, including medical costs, pain and suffering, lost wages 

and punitive damage levied against the makers of Seroquel.  

What is the problem? 

  

What is the Risperdal side effects problem? 
 

Risperdal litigation has targeted the cause and side effects of Risperdal. 

Although Risperdal has been on the market since 1994, it wasnôt until ten 

years later in 2004 that Johnson & Johnson released information and added 

label warnings saying that Risperdal side effects include hyperglycemia, 

diabetes mellitus, and in some cases -- ketoacidosis or hyperosmolar coma 

or death.  

 

Patients who were already diagnosed with diabetes saw their diabetes grow 

much worse while taking Risperdal. Meanwhile, patients who developed 

diabetes from taking Risperdal didnôt know they had diabetes, were not 

being treated for diabetes, and developed complications including Risperdal-

induced diabetic coma and death. 

 

Do you have a Risperdal diabetic lawsuit? 
Have you, a family member, or dear friend been prescribed Risperdal? Have 

you developed diabetes, hyperglycemia, or life-compromising Risperdal side 

effects? Contact an expert Risperdal now. Click here for a FREE no-

obligation consultation today.  

 

Another problem which has finally become under public scrutiny is that 

the FDA is perceived to be in cahoots with the pharmaceutical 

companies. Consumer watchdog groups wonder why does it take so long for 

the pharmaceutical companies to properly label and warn physicians and the 

public about life-threatening side effects. How many people have to die from 

complications of Risperdal and other atypical antipsychotic drugs before 

warning labels or drug recall happens?  

 

Also physicians often prescribe the drug for causes that Risperdal was not 

originally intended for. While Risperdal has been prescribed to children and 

teens for minor behavioral conditions, no clinical trials have been conducted 



within that age group. Risperdal is not a one-size fits all drug; prescribing 

and monitoring requires critical diligence.  

  

 
 

Do I have a Risperdal lawsuit? 
Have you been prescribed Risperdal? Has a loved one died from a 

Risperdal-induced diabetic death or coma? Have you developed diabetes 

since taking Risperdal? Have you suffered NMS or Tardive Dyskinesia or 

other life-threatening side effects caused from taking Risperdal? You may 

have a Risperdal lawsuit. Contact an expert Risperdal lawyer familiar with 

Risperdal side effects. Use the form below for a FREE no-obligation 

consultation today.  

 

  

 

Risperdal Questionnaire 

Please take the time to answer the questionnaire if you have or have had 

gynecomastia or other side effects from Risperdal® and are interested in 

learning more about your legal rights against Janssen, the manufacturer of 

Risperdal®. Your inquiry is appreciated and we will follow up with you 

shortly. 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION  

First Name of Injured Person   

Last Name of Injured Person   

Your Name (If not the same)   

Relationship to Injured Person   

Age of person taking Risperdal  

Gender of person taking 

Risperdal Male  Female 

Daytime Phone Number  ( ) -  ext.   

Night Phone Number ( ) -  ext.   

Cell Phone Number ( ) -  ext.   

Email Address  



Address   

Address   

City   

State  -Please Select-
 

Zip   

  

  

MEDICAL CONDITIONS  

Developed gynecomastia (woman-like 

breasts on a male) -OR-  Early 

development of breasts in young girls? 

while on Risperdal? 

Yes  No  

Developed diabetic ketoacidosis while 

taking Risperdal? Yes No 

Developed diabetic hyperglycemia while 

taking Risperdal?  Yes No 

Developed diabetic glucose abnormalities 

while taking Risperdal? Yes No 

Developed diabetic diabetic-induced heart 

attack or coma while taking Risperdal?  Yes No 

Developed diabetes while taking 

Risperdal? Yes  No  

Diabetes before taking Risperdal? Yes  No  

Did child become agitated while on 

Risperdal®? Yes  No  

    

Develop any other health problems while 

on Risperdal? Yes  No  

Please describe:  

 
 

  



MEDICATIONS  

Are you still taking 

Risperdal? Yes  No  

Date Started taking 

Risperdal:  

Date Stopped taking 

Risperdal:  

    

Have you ever taken 

Zyprexa®?  Yes  No  

If you remember, then 

please tell us the 

approximate dates.  
 

Have you ever taken 

Seroquel®? Yes  No  

If you remember, then 

please tell us the 

approximate dates.  
 

    

Have you ever taken 

Geodon®? Yes  No  

If you remember, then 

please tell us the 

approximate dates.  
 

 

  

GYNECOMASTIA QUESTIONS  

Current Height   

Current Weight   

  

How much weight did you gain 

while on Risperdal®? 
 

Was gynecomastia it in one or 

both sides of your chest?  
Both

 

  

What has your doctor told you  



was the cause of the 

Gynecomastia? 

 
  

Does your child still have 

gynecomastia?  Yes  No  

  If not, how did your child get 

rid of it?  
 

   

 

If your child had surgery to correct it:  

How old was your child when they 

had surgery? 
 

How long had your child had 

gynecomastia?  
 

Were there post surgery 

complications?  
 

Are you happy with the results? Yes
 

 

  

ADOLESCENCE ONSET QUESTIONS  

If it started in childhood/adolescence how did it 

impact your child?  

 
Did anyone else in your family have it? Father, 

brothers, uncles, grandfather, etc.? 



 
 

  

FURTHER CONTACTS 

Please let us know if you would like further information: 

 Sign Up for our Mailing List 

 Send me a medical information packet 

 Send me a legal information packet 

 Call or email me 
 

 

 

Injured by Reglan Side Effects?  
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Reglan Information Page - Tardive Dyskinesia and Neuroleptic Malignant 

Syndrome 

Tardive Dyskinesia - Page lists other drugs linked to Tardive Dyskinesia  
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If you or a loved one have taken Reglan (Generic name: Metoclopramide) 

and been diagnosed with Tardive Dyskinesia, you should contact us 

immediately. You may be entitled to compensation and we can help. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : Schmidt & Clark, LLP Contacted by 

Reglan Users Claiming Irreversible Side Effects, Including Tardive 

Dyskinesia 

The Effects of Tardive Dyskinesia 

Tardive Dyskinesia (TD)is a devastating and sometimes lifelong syndrome 

for those diagnosed. It affects its victims physically, mentally, socially, 

emotionally, and vocationally.  

One of the worst aspects of TD for many victims is the fact that they 

should have never developed the syndrome in the first place.  

We are committed to helping victims of TD. To our knowledge, we are one 

of the only law firms in the country actively handling these types of cases. 

Many lawyers are reluctant to undertake the representation of victims of this 

disorder due to their lack of knowledge in this highly specialized field of 

litigation. 

What is the Problem?  

The manufacturers of Reglan and its generic metoclopramide mention the 

link between the development of TD and the drug on its labeling, however 

they suggest the incidence rarely occurs. 

It is important to understand that the Food & Drug Administration has 

only approved Reglan for short-term use (4 to 12 weeks) and only when 

conservative treatment fails.  

Safety experts from the Duke University School of Medicine, publishing in 

the November/December 2004 Journal of the American Pharmacists 

Association, caution that the use of Reglan is increasing and that this fact 

may result in more cases of drug-induced movement disorders from the 

medication.  

Long-term use can cause serious Reglan side effects, including TD.  
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Do I have a Reglan Lawsuit?  

The Defective Drug and Medical Malpractice litigation Groups at our law 

firm are an experienced team of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the 

representation of plaintiffs in Tardive Dyskinesia lawsuits. We are handling 

individual lawsuits nationwide and currently accepting new Reglan/Tardive 

Dyskinesia cases in all 50 states. 

Injur ed by Reglan Side Effects?  
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If you or a loved one have taken Reglan (Generic name: Metoclopramide) 

and been diagnosed with Tardive Dyskinesia, you should contact us 

immediately. You may be entitled to compensation and we can help. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : Schmidt & Clark, LLP Contacted by 

Reglan Users Claiming Irreversible Side Effects, Including Tardive 

Dyskinesia 
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The Effects of Tardive Dyskinesia 

Tardive Dyskinesia (TD)is a devastating and sometimes lifelong syndrome 

for those diagnosed. It affects its victims physically, mentally, socially, 

emotionally, and vocationally.  

 

 

 

One of the worst aspects of TD for many victims is the fact that they 

should have never developed the syndrome in the first place.  

We are committed to helping victims of TD. To our knowledge, we are one 

of the only law firms in the country actively handling these types of cases. 

Many lawyers are reluctant to undertake the representation of victims of this 

disorder due to their lack of knowledge in this highly specialized field of 

litigation. 

What is the Problem?  

The manufacturers of Reglan and its generic metoclopramide mention the 

link between the development of TD and the drug on its labeling, however 

they suggest the incidence rarely occurs. 

It is important to understand that the Food & Drug Administration has 

only approved Reglan for short-term use (4 to 12 weeks) and only when 

conservative treatment fails.  

Safety experts from the Duke University School of Medicine, publishing in 

the November/December 2004 Journal of the American Pharmacists 

Association, caution that the use of Reglan is increasing and that this fact 

may result in more cases of drug-induced movement disorders from the 

medication.  

Long-term use can cause serious Reglan side effects, including TD.  

Do I have a Reglan Lawsuit?  



The Defective Drug and Medical Malpractice litigation Groups at our law 

firm are an experienced team of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the 

representation of plaintiffs in Tardive Dyskinesia lawsuits. We are handling 

individual lawsuits nationwide and currently accepting new Reglan/Tardive 

Dyskinesia cases in all 50 states. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROZAC LITIGATION  

 

Do You Have a Prozac Lawsuit? 

Tracey Law Firm - Houston, Texas  

 

In 1987, the FDA approved Prozac (fluoxetine) for the 

treatment of depression. In 1988, the pharmaceutical giant 

Eli Lilly Company launched Prozac, which was the first 

SSRI to reach the market in the United States. According to 

Eli Lilly, Prozac was both safe and effective. However, 

Prozac soon came under fire for increasing the risk of 

suicidal thoughts. By the early 1990's lawsuits began to be 

filed by the parents and families of teenagers who killed 

themselves while taking Prozac. Currently Prozac carries a 

"black box" warning about the risk associated with the use 

of Prozac and suicidal thinking and behavior. 

Now, in addition to causing adolescents to commit suicide, 

Prozac is now also linked to major birth defects. A recent 

study published in the British Journal of Clinical 

Pharmacology in November 2008 by Orna Diav-Citrin of 

The Israeli Teratogen Information Service found a four-

fold increased risk of cardiovascular defects in infants born 

to mothers who took the Prozac (fluoxetine). Read 

the Prozac press release.  

 

http://www.traceylawfirm.com/CM/Custom/Prozac-Press-Release-November-2008.asp
http://www.traceylawfirm.com/CM/Custom/Prozac-Press-Release-November-2008.asp


In addition to heart defects, Prozac has also been linked to 

Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the newborn 

(PPHN). PPHN is a life-threatening disorder in which the 

newborn's arteries to the lungs remain constricted after 

delivery, limiting the amount of blood flow to the lungs 

and therefore the amount of oxygen into the bloodstream. 

Ten percent to 20 percent of infants with PPHN will end up 

dying even if they receive treatment.  

 

A recent study published in the New England Journal of 

Medicine (NEJM) by Christina Chambers of the University 

of California, San Diego, found a six-fold increased risk of 

persistent pulmonary hypertension (PPH) in infants born to 

mothers who took an antidepressant in the last trimester of 

pregnancy. On July 19, 2006, the FDA issued a Public 

Health Advisory for Prozac and several other 

antidepressants based on this study.  

 

Our firm is not afraid of any pharmaceutical company, no 

matter how big they are. We have the financial resources 

needed to fight them and will not hesitate to take your 

Prozac lawsuit to trial when we think it will maximize 

compensation for our client. In fact, the experienced trial 

lawyers here have obtained hundreds of millions of dollars 

in verdicts and settlements on behalf of their clients over 

the last 15 years. 

What Is Plavix?  

 

PLAVIX (Clopidogrel) is a prescription medicine that when taken daily 

can help reduce your risk of having a future heart attack or stroke. It is 

recommended for people who have suffered from a recent heart attack 

or recent stroke, or who have been diagnosed with peripheral artery 

disease, or P.A.D.ðpoor circulation in the legs that may cause pain 

during exercise, such as walking, and may be relieved by rest. 

PLAVIX, taken with aspirin, is also recommended for people who have 

been hospitalized with heart-related chest pain or had a certain type of 

heart attack (nonïQ-wave MI)ðconditions doctors call Acute Coronary 

Syndrome (ACS). 

http://www.traceylawfirm.com/CM/Custom/Firm-Overview.asp
http://www.traceylawfirm.com/CM/Custom/Significant-Cases.asp


PLAVIX helps keep platelets in the blood from sticking together and 

forming clots, which helps keep your blood flowing. This helps protect 

you from a future heart attack or stroke. 

Plavix Side Effects 

 

Clopidogrel (Plavix) plus low-dose aspirin reduces cardiovascular 

events and deaths in patients with vascular disease compared with 

aspirin alone, a new study confirms. The study, which clarifies when to 

use dual antiplatelet therapy, reveals that Plavix (clopidogrel) does not 

provide the same benefit for patients with risk factors but no 

documented disease. 

 

The CHARISMA (clopidogrel - Plavix - for high atherothrombotic risk 

and ischemic stabilization management and avoidance) study 

randomised 15,603 patients with previous cardiovascular or peripheral 

arterial disease or multiple risk factors to daily clopidogrel (Plavix) (75 

mg) or placebo, plus aspirin (75ï162mg). Results were reported at the 

American College of Cardiology annual scientific session in Atlanta, 

Georgia, this week and online in The New England Journal of Medicine 

(12 March). 

 

They show the rate of myocardial infarction, stroke, or death from 

cardiovascular causes in the subgroup of more than 12,000 patients with 

established vascular disease was reduced by 12.5 per cent (6.9 per cent 

with clopidogrel versus 7.9 per cent with placebo; P=0.046) after a 

median follow-up of 28 months. However, patients with risk factors but 

no documented disease showed no reduction, with a trend to increased 

risk of events (6.6 per cent with clopidogrel versus 5.5 per cent with 

placebo; P=0.20). This dichotomy meant that results for the entire 

group did not reach significance (6.8 per cent versus 7.3 per cent; 

P=0.22). 

 

The lead investigator, Deepak Bhatt, Cleveland Clinic, Ohio, said: ñThe 

findings confirmed previous studies showing benefit with clopidogrel 

plus aspirin in patients with symptomatic atherothrombosis but showed 

the potential harm outweighed the benefit in those who only had risk 

factors.ò  

http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/abstract/NEJMe068061


In 2003 the FDA required label changes to the Plavix patient 

information insert stating that Plavix increased the risk of intracranial 

bleeding, GI (gastrointestinal bleeding), ulcerative colitis, lycophytic 

colitis, strokes, and heart attacks.  

 PLAVIX is contraindicate d in patients with active pathologic 

bleeding such as peptic ulcer or intracranial hemorrhage. 

PLAVIX should be used with caution in patients who may be at 

risk of increased bleeding from trauma, surgery, or 

coadministration with NSAIDs or warfarin.  

 The rates of major and minor bleeding were higher in patients 

treated with PLAVIX plus aspirin compared with placebo plus 

aspirin in a clinical trial.  

 As part of the worldwide post marketing experience with 

PLAVIX, there have been cases of reported thrombotic 

thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP), some with fatal outcome. TTP 

has been reported rarely following use of PLAVIX, sometimes 

after a short exposure (<2 weeks). TTP is a serious condition that 

can be fatal and requires urgent treatment including 

plasmapheresis (plasma exchange). 

 In clinical trials, the most common clinically important side 

effects were pruritus, purpura, diarrhea, and rash; infrequent 

events included intracranial hemorrhage (0.4 percent) and severe 

neutropenia (0.05 percent). 

  

 

 

 

  



If you or a loved one have have taken Plavix - Clopidogrel - and have 

experienced any of the Plavix side effects listed above you may be 

entitled to compensation. For more information regarding the Plavix 

litigation or a possible Plavix class action lawsuit contact our Plavix 

Lawyer today.  

Permax
®
 

Permax
®
 (pergolide) is approved by the FDA to treat Parkinson's disease and 

restless leg syndrome.  It works by stopping the brain from making and 

releasing the prolactin hormone from the pituitary.  Permax
® 

is 

manufactured by Eli Lilly & Co.  About half a million people are reported to 

have taken Permax
®
 during its first 14 years on the market.   

 

Permax
®
 Linked to Heart Valve Damage 

A study by Italian researcher Dr. Renzo Zanettini and others at the Instituti 

Clinici di Perfezionamento in Milan found that roughly one-fourth of 

Parkinson's patients taking Permax
®
 had moderate to severe heart valve 

troubles.  The study compared the echocardiogram images of the hearts of 

155 patients taking various Parkinson's medications with a  group of 90 

control subjects.  Moderate to severe valve problems were found in 23% of 

the Parkinson's patients using Permax
®
.  Moderate to severe valve problems 

were not found in those on other Parkinson's drugs and were present in less 

than 6 percent of the comparison group. 

Another study by German researcher Dr. Rene Schade and others found that 

patients using Permax
®
 and cabergoline drug were five to seven times more 

likely to have leaky heart valves than those on other Parkinson's 

medications.  The study used records from more than 11,400 Parkinson's 

patients in the United Kingdom between the ages of 40 to 80 who were 

prescribed Parkinson's
 
drugs between 1988 and 2005.  The researchers found 

that the rate of newly diagnosed leaky valves was increased among Permax
®
 

and cabergoline users but not in those using the other medications. 

Permax
®
 and cabergoline may target a specific receptor expressed in heart 

valves, while the other drugs in this class work in a different way.  Both 

studies were reported in the New England Journal of Medicine. 



A black-box warning label was added to Permax
®
 in 2006.  This is the 

strongest warning label required by the FDA. It includes a statement that 

"Some patients have required valve replacement, and deaths have been 

reported."   

The medical director for the National Parkinson Foundation, Dr. Michael S. 

Okun, said people taking pergolide or Permax
®
 for Parkinson's should be 

told about the new research and given a chance to switch to other drugs.  He 

said that safer, equally effective drugs are available.  Dr. Okun was not 

involved in the studies.   

Another researcher who was not involved in the studies, Dr. Bryan L. Roth, 

was quoted in the New York Times saying that he would not recommend 

prescribing the drugs.  Several news sources also quoted Dr. Roth as 

describing the risk of valve disease as "extraordinarily high."  Dr. Roth 

wrote a commentary in the New England Journal of Medicine about the 

studies and has previously published a paper warning that the drugs 

appeared to trigger the same heart-related mechanism that was seen with the 

fen-phen diet combination.  Fen-Phen was pulled from the market in 1997 

after they were linked to valve problems. 

 

Consult A Doctor On Medical Issues 

The Steinberg law firm does not intend, by this web site or otherwise, to 

dissuade anyone from using medication without their doctors' approval.  

Please consult your doctor, not your lawyer, on matters relating to your 

health.  It could be dangerous to stop taking medicines, especially abruptly.  

 

Consult A Lawyer on Legal Issues 

The Steinberg Law Firm recommends that you contact experienced legal 

counsel as soon as possible after an injury.  Involving legal counsel early can 

help preserve the evidence that is important to your claim and help ensure 

that you receive proper compensation.  Please call or e-mail us for a free 

legal consultation if you or a loved one has taken Permax
®
 and been 

diagnosed with heart valve disease. You will not be charged any fee for the 



consultation and, if we take your case, you will not be charged a fee unless 

we win your case. 

Paxil® 

Paxil (paroxetine) is one of a class of medicines called Selective Serotonin 

Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs).  These drugs increase the activity of an 

important brain chemical called serotonin.  Paxil was first approved in the 

United States on December 29, 1992, for the treatment of depression.  

Paroxetine is available as Paxil, Paxil CR, Pexeva, and generic paroxetine 

hydrochloride.   It is manufactured by GlaxoSmithKline, a large 

pharmaceutical company with reported earnings of $43.7 billion.   

Paxil® and Birth Defects 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued multiple Public Health 

Advisories regarding the risk of congenital malformations in babies born to 

mothers who take Paxil (and other similar SSRIs drugs) during pregnancy.  

In particular, the increased risk is associated with persistent pulmonary 

hypertension (PPHN) cardiac malformations such as atrial and ventricular 

septal defects, which are holes in the walls of the chambers of the heart.  At 

the FDAôs request, the manufacturer has changed paroxetineôs pregnancy 

category from C to D (which indicates that "there is positive evidence of 

fetal risk) and added new data and recommendations to the Warnings section 

of paroxetineôs prescribing information.  

In a study using Swedish national registry data, women who received 

paroxetine in early pregnancy had an approximately 2-fold increased risk for 

having an infant with a cardiac defect compared to the entire national 

registry population (the risk of a cardiac defect was about 2% in paroxetine-

exposed infants vs. 1% among all registry infants).  In a separate study using 

a United States insurance claims database, infants of women who received 

paroxetine in the first trimester had a 1.5-fold increased risk for cardiac 

malformations and a 1.8-fold increased risk for congenital malformations 

overall compared to infants of women who received other antidepressants in 

the first trimester.  The risk of a cardiac defect was about 1.5% in 

paroxetine-exposed infants vs. 1% among infants exposed to other 

antidepressants. Most of the cardiac defects observed in these studies were 

atrial or ventricular septal defects, conditions in which the wall between the 

right and left sides of the heart is not completely developed.  In general, 

http://paxilinjury.net/#I


septal defects are one of the most common type of congenital 

malformations.  They range from those that are symptomatic and may 

require surgery to those that are asymptomatic and may resolve on their 

own.  It is of note that the data in these studies was limited to first trimester 

exposures only. 

Another study suggests there may be additional, though rare, risks of SSRI 

medications during pregnancy. This study focused on newborn babies with 

persistent pulmonary hypertension (PPHN), which is a serious and life-

threatening lung condition that occurs soon after birth of the newborn. 

Babies with PPHN have high pressure in their lung blood vessels and are not 

able to get enough oxygen into their bloodstream. About 1 to 2 babies per 

1000 babies born in the U.S. develop PPHN shortly after birth, and often 

they need intensive medical care. In this study PPHN was six times more 

common in babies whose mothers took an SSRI antidepressant after the 20th 

week of the pregnancy compared to babies whose mothers did not take an 

antidepressant. The study was too small to compare the risk in one drug 

compared to another, and this risk has not so far been investigated by other 

researchers. The study, by Christina Chambers and others, was published on 

February 9, 2006 in The New England Journal of Medicine. 

 

Paxil® and Adolescent Suicide 

The FDA is currently reviewing reports of an increased risk of suicidal 

thinking and suicide attempts related to the use of the Paxil in children and 

adolescents under the age of 18 with MDD. Although the FDA has not 

completed this evaluation, it has recommended that Paxil not be used in the 

treatment of pediatric MDD because there is no evidence that Paxil is 

effective in children or adolescents with MDD.  Three controlled clinical 

trials carried out in children under 18 years of age with MDD compared the 

effect of Paxil and placebo (sugar pills) and found that Paxil did not work 

any better than placebo in the treatment of MDD.   

Based on the results of the new analyses of safety data from pediatric 

studies, the FDA found that certain possibly suicide-related behaviors, 

including suicidal thoughts and attempts, were more common in children 

receiving Paxil. The risk of these events in the study was about 3 times 

greater with Paxil compared to placebo. The FDA has not approved Paxil for 



the treatment of MDD or any other indication in pediatric patients. However, 

the FDA does not regulate the practice of medicine and physicians may use a 

drug in ways other than indicated on the labeling when, in their professional 

judgment, it is warranted in a particular case.  

 

Consult A Doctor On Medical Issues 

The Steinberg law firm does not intend, by this web site or otherwise, to 

dissuade anyone from taking medication without their doctors' approval.  

Please consult your doctor, not your lawyer, on matters relating to your 

health.  It could be dangerous to stop taking medicines, especially abruptly.  

Patients should talk to their physicians to decide whether the benefits and 

risks of taking Paxil make it the right choice for them. 

The FDA issued a statement in which it stated:  "It is very important that 

children and adolescents not stop taking Paxil suddenly, as there is a risk of 

discontinuation effects. Caretakers of children and adolescents currently 

taking Paxil should consult their doctor to discuss the best course of action. 

If they are doing well on Paxil, their doctor may advise that they complete 

their course of treatment. If their doctor advises that Paxil should be stopped, 

this should be done gradually to minimize the risk of discontinuation effects. 

If the dose is not reduced gradually, there is a greater chance of experiencing 

side effects. If severe unwanted side effects occur, it may be necessary to 

start taking Paxil again or increase the dose before subsequently decreasing 

the dose more gradually."  

 

Consult A Lawyer on Legal Issues 

Please call or e-mail us for a free legal consultation if you or a loved one 

took Paxil and suffered side effects.  You will not be charged any fee for the 

consultation and, if we take your case, you will not be charged a fee unless 

we win your case. 

Please E-Mail Andrew E. Steinberg* at:  andrewsteinberg@lawyer.com for 

a free, confidential consultation. 

OsmoPrep & Kidney Injury Lawsuit  

mailto:andrewsteinberg@lawyer.com
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OsmoPrep Resources 

 

S&C Related Contents 

Oral Sodium Phosphate 

Fleet-Phospho-soda 

Visicol 

>> OsmoPrep 

U.S. Food & Drug Administration 

Oral Sodium Phosphate (OSP) Products for Bowel Cleansing 

(marketed as Visicol and OsmoPrep, and oral sodium phosphate products 

available without a prescription) 

The popular prescription bowel cleansing product OsmoPrep, has been 

linked to acute phosphate nephropathy (a type of acute kidney injury). 

On December 11, 2008 the U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) added 

the strongest safety warning available to oral phosphate drugs that are used 

before colonoscopies, following reports of kidney damage in several 

patients. 

According to the FDA, it has received more than 20 reports of a serious form 

of kidney failure among patients taking the bowel-cleansing drugs. Some of 

the products affected by this action include the following: Visicol and 

OsmoPrep - both prescription tablets made by Salix Pharmaceuticals and 

Fleet Phospho-soda, made by C.B. Fleet Company Inc. 

http://www.schmidtandclark.com/OsmoPrep/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/live-chat.html
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/Oral-Sodium-Phosphate/
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/Fleet-Phospho-Soda/
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/Visicol/
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/OsmoPrep/
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drug/infopage/OSP_solution/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drug/infopage/OSP_solution/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drug/infopage/OSP_solution/default.htm


If you or a loved one have developed acute phosphate nephropathy or any 

other form of kidney injury after using the aforementioned products, you 

should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to compensation for 

your injuries. 

What is acute phosphate nephropathy? 

Acute phosphate nephropathy is a form of acute kidney injury that is 

associated with deposits of calcium-phosphate crystals in the renal tubules 

that may result in permanent renal function impairment. Acute phosphate 

nephropathy is a rare, serious adverse event that has been associated with the 

use of OSPs. The occurrence of these events was previously described in an 

Information for Healthcare Professionals sheet and an FDA Science Paper 

issued in May 2006. Additional cases of acute phosphate nephropathy have 

been reported to FDA and described in the literature since these were issued. 

Individuals who appear to have an increased risk of acute phosphate 

nephropathy following the use of OSPs include persons: who are over age 

55; who are hypovolemic or have decreased intravascular volume; who have 

baseline kidney disease, bowel obstruction, or active colitis; and who are 

using medications that affect renal perfusion or function (such as diuretics, 

angiotensin converting enzyme ACE inhibitors, angiotensin receptor 

blockers ARBs, and possibly nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs 

NSAIDs). 

Do I Have an OsmoPrep Lawsuit? 

The Defective Drug and Product Liability Litigation Group at our law firm 

is an experienced team of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the 

representation of plaintiffs in Acute Phosphate Nephropathy and OsmoPrep 

lawsuits. We are currently pursuing OsmoPrep litigation nationwide and 

accepting new cases in all 50 states. 

Attention Attorneys: We do not publish prior verdict/settlements. If you are 

an attorney and would like to refer us a case or for us to send you a profile of 

prior award judgments or average referral fees, please visit the attorney 

referral section of our website. 

Free Confidential Case Evaluation  

Ortho Evra
®
 

http://www.schmidtandclark.com/contact.html
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/attorney-referrals.html
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/attorney-referrals.html


Ortho Evra
®
 is a contraceptive skin patch used to prevent pregnancy (the 

"Patch").  The Patch is combination hormonal contraceptive because it 

contains two hormones, estrogen and progestin.  It is a weekly prescription 

patch that releases ethinyl estradiol (an estrogen hormone) and 

norelgestromin (a progestin hormone) through the skin into the blood 

stream.  Ortho Evra
®
 was the first skin patch approved for birth control.  An 

examination of the documents submitted to the FDA in connection with the 

approval (see links in the left column) of the Patch suggests that the safety of 

the Patch was an issue prior to approval.  Despite the concerns, the Patch 

was ultimately approved and has been purportedly used by more than 4 

million women since it went on sale in 2002.  

In July 2005, the Associated Press reported that the Patch was potentially 

linked to an increased risk of blood clots and death as a result of exposure to 

higher levels of hormones. The investigation, based on FDA data, found that 

17 of 23 reported deaths may have been related to blood clot formation in 

women who used the Patch.  This was potentially alarming as the FDA 

receives reports for only a small percentage of serious adverse drug reactions 

for approved prescription drugs.  The actual number of women who 

experience serious side effects when using the Patch is probably much 

higher than reported by the FDA.    

On November 10, 2005, the FDA approved updated labeling for the Ortho 

Evra
®
 contraceptive patch to warn healthcare providers and patients that this 

product exposes women to higher levels of estrogen than most birth control 

pills.  The new bolded warning specifically states that women who use Ortho 

Evra
®
 are exposed to about 60 percent more total estrogen in their blood 

than if they were taking a typical birth control pill containing 35 micrograms 

of estrogen. However, the maximal blood level of estrogen (peak blood 

levels) is about 25% lower with Ortho Evra
®
 than with typical birth control 

pills. While the estrogen level with the patch remains constant for one week 

until the patch is removed, the peak blood levels with a daily birth control 

pill rapidly declines to levels that are lower than on the Orthro Evra
®
. 

On September 20, 2006, the FDA updated the Ortho Evra
®
 label with the 

results of two separate epidemiology studies sponsored by Johnson and 

Johnson.  The studies were designed to evaluate the risk of experiencing 

serious side effects (especially due to venous and arterial blood clots) when 

using Ortho Evra
®
.  The studies were conducted to evaluate the risk of 

developing a serious blood clot in women using Ortho Evra
®
 compared to 



women using a different, commonly prescribed, oral contraceptive. Concern 

about this risk was originally based on reports of serious blood clots to FDA 

and to the sponsor that suggested that Ortho Evra
®
 may have a greater risk 

for venous thromboembolism (VTE), at least in some women, compared to 

oral contraceptives.  

The first study was conducted by the Boston Collaborative Drug 

Surveillance Program. This study found that the risk of non-fatal VTE 

events associated with the use of the Ortho Evra
®
 contraceptive patch is 

similar to the risk associated with the use of oral contraceptive pills (OCs) 

containing 35 micrograms of ethinyl estradiol (an estrogen) and 

norgestimate (a progestin hormone). 

 

The second study, which also included patient chart review, was conducted 

by another group of investigators (i3 Ingenix). Results of this second case-

control study show an approximate 2-fold increase in the risk of medically 

verified VTE events in users of Ortho Evra
®
 compared to users of 

norgestimate-containing oral contraceptives containing 35 micrograms of 

estrogen. Longer follow-up for VTE, heart attack and stroke, has been 

requested by FDA. 

The results of the second study supported FDAôs concerns regarding the 

potential for Ortho Evra
®
 use to increase the risk of blood clots in some 

women. The label has recommended and continues to recommend that 

women with concerns or risk factors for thromboembolic disease talk with 

their healthcare provider about using Ortho Evra
®
 versus other contraceptive 

options. 

The manufacturer, Ortho McNeil Pharmaceuticals is conducting additional 

studies to compare the risk of developing serious blood clots in women 

using Ortho Evra
®
 to the risk in women using typical birth control pills that 

contain 35 micrograms of estrogen.  The FDA is continuing to monitor 

safety reports for the Ortho Evra
®
 patch. 

 

Consult A Doctor On Medical Issues 

The Steinberg law firm does not intend, by this web site or otherwise, to 

dissuade anyone from using medication without their doctors' approval.  

Please consult your doctor, not your lawyer, on matters relating to your 



health.  It could be dangerous to stop taking medicines, especially abruptly.   

The FDA advises women to talk to their doctor or healthcare provider about 

whether the Patch is the right method of birth control for them.   

 

Consult A Lawyer on Legal Issues 

The Steinberg Law Firm recommends that you contact experienced legal 

counsel as soon as possible after an injury.  Involving legal counsel early can 

help preserve the evidence that is important to your claim and help ensure 

that you receive proper compensation.  Please call or e-mail us for a free 

legal consultation if you or a loved one has experienced a heart attack, 

stroke, pulmonary embolism or blood clot while using the Patch.  You will 

not be charged any fee for the consultation and, if we take your case, you 

will not be charged a fee unless we win your case. 

Please E-Mail Andrew E. Steinberg* at:  andrewsteinberg@lawyer.com for 

a free, confidential consultation. 

Oral Sodium Phosphate Recall 

West Virginia - National Oral Sodium Phosphate Recall Attorneys 

The Law Office of Bell & Bands  

Charleston Defective Drug Attorneys  

& Medical Device Lawyers 

Contact a West Virginia Oral Sodium Phosphate Recall Attorney online 

or call today - 1-866-912-3007 or 304-932-4225 

The sad truth is giant pharmaceutical companies and a handful of medical 

device manufacturers have put the public at risk by bringing dangerous or 

defective products to market. This action is a result of the December 11
th
 

announcement by the FDA alerting that Oral Sodium Phosphate products 

used for bowel cleansing prior to colonoscopy or other procedures may 

cause acute phosphate nephropathy. 

If a dangerous drug or defective medical device has caused you serious 

injury, Bell & Bands can explain your legal options and prepare your case 

mailto:andrewsteinberg@lawyer.com
http://www.belllaw.com/CM/Custom/Contact.asp


for trial. Working with nationally recognized medical experts, engineers, and 

technicians, we work to establish fault on the part of manufacturers and 

demand financial compensation for our clients. 

West Virginia Attorneys Pursuing Justice for those Injured by Oral 

Sodium Phosphate 

Our West Virginia drug litigation attorneys have joined forces with a 

national mass tort litigation firms to help those who may have been injured 

by Oral Sodium Phosphate (OSP). This action is a result of the December 

11th announcement by the FDA alerting that Oral Sodium Phosphate 

products used for bowel cleansing prior to colonoscopy or other procedures 

may cause acute phosphate nephropathy. 

The FDA stated that they have become aware of reports of acute 

nephropathy, a type of acute injury, associated with the use of oral sodium 

phosphate products. The products include the prescription products, 

OsmoPrep and Visicol, and over-the-counter oral sodium phosphate 

products that can be used as a laxative such as Fleet Phospho-soda EZ-prep. 

These reports are real and can cause serious injury to those who came into 

contact with these products. The FDA is now requiring the manufacturer of 

Visicol and OsmoPrep to add Boxed Warning to the labeling for these 

prescriptions. 

If you or a loved one have been injured or used these products Contact 

Defective Drug & Medical Device Attorneys at Bell & Bands LLC for a free 

consultation. 

There have been some statements uncovered and given to the FDA that 

created this Alert saying "in some cases when used for bowel cleansing, 

these serious adverse events have occurred in patients without identifiable 

factors that would put them at risk for acute kidney injury." We are now 

currently taking clients across the state of West Virginia and the country that 

were in perfect health with no signs of Kidney problems prior to exposure of 

OSP (Oral Sodium Phosphate). In most cases these clients never had a 

problem with their kidneys and no family history of kidney disease. Please 

feel free to Contact Defective Drug & Medical Device Attorneys for a free 

consultation or even if you have a simple question. 

Who is at risk? 

http://www.belllaw.com/CM/Custom/Contact.asp
http://www.belllaw.com/CM/Custom/Contact.asp
http://www.belllaw.com/CM/Custom/Contact.asp


Anyone who has had a colonoscopy and has used an oral sodium phosphate 

product for bowel cleansing prior to the colonoscopy. According to the 

FDA, "individuals with an increased risk of acute phosphate nephropathy 

following the use of oral sodium phosphate (OSP) products include those 

who are over the age of 55; who are hypovolemic or have decreased 

intravascular volume; who have baseline kidney disease, bowel obstruction, 

or active colitis; and who are using medications that affect renal perfusion or 

function (such as diuretics, angiotensin converting enzyme [ACE] inhibitors, 

angiotensin receptor blockers [ARBs], and possibly nonsteroidal anti-

inflammatory drugs [NSAIDs])." 

The very same day as the FDA alert, Fleet Laboratories voluntarily recalled 

its over-the-counter Phospho-soda products. Fleet's statement said that "the 

recall decision was made to address the FDA's determination that oral 

sodium phosphate solutions used for bowel preparation prior to medical 

procedures such as colonoscopy should be available by prescription, and 

consumers should not be using over the counter products for bowel 

cleansing." The sad truth is giant pharmaceutical companies and a handful of 

medical device manufacturers have put the public at risk by bringing 

dangerous or defective products to market, our firm will fight to get you or 

your loved one compensation that you deserve. We have the partners and 

resources to fight these giant companies who are putting these companies at 

risk. 

Acute Phosphate Nephropathy 

Acute phosphate nephropathy, also known as nephrocalcinosis, is a very 

serious kidney injury associated with the deposits of calcium-phosphate 

crystals in the renal tubes that can require a patient to need dialysis or a 

kidney transplant. In the most severe cases, acute phosphate nephropathy 

can lead to acute renal failure and even death. 

Do I Have a Lawsuit? 

If you or a loved one has used Oral Sodium Phosphate and suffered in any 

way, you should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to 

compensation for your injuries and we can help. Contact Defective Drug & 

Medical Device Attorneys that will fight these mega-pharmaceutical 

companies to protect your rights. 

http://www.belllaw.com/CM/Custom/Contact.asp
http://www.belllaw.com/CM/Custom/Contact.asp


As your legal representation, Bell & Bands develops and presents evidence 

linking your injuries to the use of a particular medical product. Given the 

fact that recalls have already occurred in the case of many of these products, 

facts already exist in evidence regarding their dangers. In order to counter 

defense arguments claiming injuries were caused by a pre-existing condition 

or factors unrelated to their product, our medical and drug recall attorneys 

consult with medical doctors and medical device experts, submitting 

evidence and proof in support of your case. 

Unsure if you have a Case? Contact Bell & Bands Today 

Dangerous drug and defective medical device cases can be complicated. If 

you're not sure whether you have a reason to file a lawsuit, contact 

Charleston / National defective drug attorneys and medical device recall 

lawyers at Bell & Bands. We provide free consultations and will evaluate the 

facts of your case to determine the legal options available to you. 

     

 

he law firm of Beatie and Osborn LLP in New York, along with 

attorneys Jeff Bogert and Mel Powell in Los Angeles, have filed 

more than 300 cases against Novartis on behalf of individuals 

who have been given Aredia or Zometa and developed 

osteonecrosis of the jaw, also known as ONJ. Across the country, 

more than 500 cases have been filed. 

    

The pretrial proceedings for all of those cases and any additional cases 

to be filed in the future are being handled in Nashville, Tennessee. This 

website is designed to provide information about those lawsuits in order 

to allow those persons who have filed a case to follow the progress of 

the litigation. 

On this site you will find a description of the current status of the cases 

(CASE STATUS), a discussion about ONJ and links to various articles 

about the disease (ABOUT ONJ) and copies of affidavits prepared by 

expert witnesses working with us on these cases. (EXPERT WITNESS 

AFFIDAVITS) . These affidavits describe the causal relationship 

between Aredia and Zometa and ONJ (see affidavits from Dr. Marx 

and Dr. Hellstein); the incidence rate (see affidavit of Dr. Taylor); and 

http://www.belllaw.com/CM/Custom/Contact.asp
http://www.belllaw.com/CM/Custom/Contact.asp
http://www.arediaandzometalitigation.com/status.html
http://www.arediaandzometalitigation.com/about.html
http://www.arediaandzometalitigation.com/docs2.html
http://www.arediaandzometalitigation.com/docs2.html


why the risk of ONJ should have been recognized and disclosed by 

Novartis. (see affidavit of Dr. Barlow). 

Finally, you can also call us or send us an e-mail if you have a specific 

question about your case (HOW TO CONTACT US)  and you can read 

brief descriptions of the attorneys working on your case (THE 

LAWY ERS HANDLING YOUR CASE) . 
 

 

 

Zoloft Birth Defects Lawsuit Resource 
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Zoloft Resources 

 

S&C Related Contents 

>> Zoloft Birth Defects 

Celexa (citalopram) - Celexa, Cipramil, Emocal, Sepram, Seropram 

Fluvoxamine - Luvox, Faverin 

Lexapro (escitalopram) - Lexapro, Cipralex, Esertia 

Paxil (paroxetine) - Paxil, Seroxat, Aropax, Deroxat, Rexetin, Xetanor, 
Paroxat 

Prozac (fluoxetine) - Prozac, Fontex, Seromex, Seronil, Sarafem, Fluctin 

(EUR))  

Symbyax (olanzepine/fluoxetine)  

Zoloft (sertraline) - Zoloft, Lustral, Serlain 

Other SSRI Birth Defect Articles 
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Congenital Heart Defects - Atrial and Ventricular Septal Defects  

Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN) 

Omphalocele - Abdominal Birth Defects  

Craniosynostosis - Cranial Birth Defects 

Paxil Suicide, Self-Mutilation and Harm  

Additional Contents 

Atrial Septal Defects 

Ventricular Septal Defects  

Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the Newborn 

Craniosynostosis 

Omphalocele 

SSRI antidepressants including the popular drugs Zoloft, Lustral or 

Serlain (Generic: sertraline) have been linked to variety of severe birth 

defects including Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension (PPHN), heart, 

lung, abdominal and cranial defects.  

If you or a loved one have taken Zoloft, Lustral or Serlain while pregnant 

and given birth to a child with a congenital birth defect, you should contact 

us immediately. You may be entitled to compensation and we can help. 

Congenital Heart Defects 

The U.S. Food & Drug Administration has warned doctors and patients that 

exposure to SSRI's such as Zoloft during pregnancy pose a serious risk to 

the fetus and has been linked to an increased risk of Congenital Heart 

Defects.  

More specifically, the most common form of Zoloft induced heart birth 

defects observed by our firm has been either Atrial Septal Defects or 

Ventricular Septal Defects. 
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Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN) 

Recently, The New England Journal of Medicine released the results of a 

case-controlled study wherein SSRI's including Zoloft were linked to an 

increased risk of an infant being born with Persistent Pulmonary 

Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN).  

Shortly after the aforementioned study was released, the FDA issued another 

Public Health Advisory warning that exposure to Zoloft during pregnancy 

posed a serious risk to the fetus and was linked to an increased risk of 

PPHN. 

Abdominal & Cranial Birth Defects  

According to information released from the National Birth Defects 

Prevention Study of Infants, SSRI antidepressants like Zoloft may cause two 

separate congenital abnormalities called Omphalocele and Craniosynostosis.  

Omphalocele is a congenital (present at birth) abdominal wall defect at the 

base of the umbilical cord (umbilicus); the infant is born with a sac 

protruding through the defect which contains small intestine, liver, and large 

intestine. 

Craniosynostosis is a congenital (present at birth) defect that causes one or 

more sutures on a baby's head to close earlier than normal. Sutures are 

connections that separate each individual skull bones. The early closing of a 

suture leads to an abnormally shaped head. 

Known Zoloft Side Effects 

 Withdrawal  

 Birth Defects  

 Congenital Heart Defects, Atrial or Ventricular Septal Defects (hole in 

heart)  

 Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension of the Newborn (PPHN)  

 Abdominal Birth Defects / Omphalocele  

 Cranial Birth Defects / Craniosynostosis  

Do I have a Zoloft Lawsuit?  



The Defective Drug Litigation Group at our law firm is an experienced team 

of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in 

Zoloft lawsuits. We are handling individual litigation nationwide and 

currently accepting new Zoloft birth defect cases in all 50 states. 

Attention Attorneys: We do not publish prior verdict/settlements. If you are 

an attorney and would like to refer us a case or for us to send you a profile of 

prior award judgments or average referral fees, please visit the attorney 

referral section of our website. 

Zelnorm 

Information  

 

  

   

http://www.schmidtandclark.com/attorney-referrals.html
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What is Zelnorm? 

 

Zelnorm (tegaserod maleate), is a prescription medication approved for short-term treatment of women 

with irritable bowel syndrome with constipation and for patients younger than 65 with chronic 

constipation, the FDA said.  

Doctors who prescribe Zelnorm should work with their patients and transition them to other therapies as 

appropriate, the FDA added.  

What are the Problems Associated with Zelnorm? 

Earlier this year, Novartis gave the FDA the results of 29 clinical studies of Zelnorm for treatment of a 

variety of gastrointestinal tract conditions. The analyses showed 13 of 11,614 patients given Zelnorm had 

serious and life-threatening cardiovascular side effects, while just one of the 7,031 patients given dummy 

pills did, the FDA and Novartis said in separate statements.  

FDA officials described the cardiovascular side effects as "a very rare event." Still, "we concluded the 

benefits of this drug no longer outweighed the risks for patients," said Dr. John K. Jenkins, director of the 

FDA's Office of New Drugs.  

How do I Find Additional Informati on or File a Claim? 

For additional information or to discuss making a claim for injury or death related to Zelnorm, please 

contact us at 800-822-5667. 

  

FDA Drug Detail - Zelnorm 

FDA Letter to Novartis re Zelnorm 

AP Article - Zelnorm Linked with Heart Risks 

Bloomberg Article re Zelnorm 

ConsumerAffairs.com Article re Zelnorm 

Vytorin / Zetia  
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http://www.hpcbd.com/Zelnorm%20FDA%20Drug%20Detail.htm
http://www.hpcbd.com/FDA%20Letter%20to%20Novartis%20re%20Zelnorm.pdf
http://www.hpcbd.com/AP%20Article%20-%20Zelnorm%20Linked%20with%20Heart%20Risks.pdf
http://www.hpcbd.com/Bloomberg%20Article%20re%20Zelnorm.pdf
http://www.hpcbd.com/Consumer%20Affairs%20dot%20com%20article%20re%20Zelnorm.pdf


Patients who take the cholesterol lowering drug Zetia in combination with 

other drugs known as statins should be aware of the potential for liver 

damage.  

According to news reports, unpublished research has raised questions about 

that serious side effect when Zetia is used with a statin over a long period of 

time.  

In the last two years, medical journals have reported scattered instances of 

severe liver damage in patients taking Zetia and statins. Both Australia and 

Canada have warned consumers about Zetiaôs potential to cause hepatitis, 

pancreatitis and depression.  

Thatôs not the only negative news for Zetia. In January, the drugôs 

manufacturers reported that a clinical trial of Zetia failed to show that the 

drug lowered the risk of heart attacks or strokes. That is one of the primary 

goals of a cholesterol-lowering medication.  

Zetia was approved by the FDA in 2002. The agency considered data from 

several two-week trials involving 3,900 patients. That data revealed that 11 

times as many people who took Zetia with a statin, compared to those who 

took a statin alone, developed serious health problems, most of them liver-

related. The FDA approved the drug without requiring a longer trial period.  

Zetia, which typically lowers cholesterol by 15 to 20 percent, has been 

prescribed to millions of patients who often take the drug with statins such 

as Lipitor and Crestor. In 2007, the product generated $5 billion in sales for 

two drug makers, Merck & Co., Inc., and Schering-Plough Corporation.  

About six of every 10 patients take Zetia through a pill named Vytorin, 

which combines two drugs: Zocor, a statin which inhibits cholesterol 

production in the liver; and Zetia, which blocks cholesterol absorption in the 

intestines.  

Vytorin was approved in 2004 by the FDA and heavily marketed under a 

campaign that touted the drugôs ability to treat the two sources of bad 

cholesterol: ñfood and family.ò  

Concerns about Vytorinôs effectiveness came to light in January 2008, when 

Schering-Plough and Merck finally released data from a 2006 study called 

the Enhance trial.  



According to the findings of the Enhance trial, combining Zetia with Zocor 

produced no better results than a cheaper statin alone in reducing the risk of 

arterial plaque build up or heart attack and stroke. This meant that patients 

who were taking Vytorin for this specific purpose were paying for a 

medication that did not give them that benefit.  

On January 2008, Merck and Schering-Plough found themselves facing 

several class action lawsuits related to Zetia and Vytorin. The suits allege 

that the companies withheld significant findings from patients and doctors 

about the medicationsô effectiveness.  

At Oshman & Mirisola our experienced attorneys will provide you with 

aggressive representation in the handling of your case. If you or a loved one 

suffered a serious injury that may have been caused by the use of Zetia, 

please contact us today for a free no-obligation consultation.  

 

Home » Dangerous Product Alerts » Oral Sodium Phosphates Black Box 

Warning 

FDA Requires Black Box Warning For Oral Sodium Phosphate (OSP) 

Products 

 December 11, 2008 ï The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) mandated that 

oral sodium phosphate (OSP) products be given a boxed warning, commonly known 

as black box warnings, after receiving reports linking oral sodium phosphate 

products to acute phosphate nephropathy, an acute kidney injury.  As a result, Salix 

Pharmaceuticals Ltd., has been required to add a Boxed Warning to the prescription 

drugs Visicol and OsmoPrep.  The FDA also expressed concern about the use of 

related over-the-counter (OTC) laxatives (e.g., Fleet Phospho-soda).   On December 

11, C.B. Fleet voluntarily recalled its Fleet Phospho-soda products because the FDA 

concluded that OSP products should only be available by prescription.   

Injured by Visicol or OsmoPrep? Contact Consumer Injury Lawyers Today 

http://www.consumerinjurylawyers.com/
http://www.consumerinjurylawyers.com/dangerous-product-alerts/index.html
http://www.consumerinjurylawyers.com/side-effects-and-diseases/acute-phosphate-nephropathy/index.html
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http://www.consumerinjurylawyers.com/contact.html


for a Confidential and Free Case Evaluation 

Toll Free: (887) 779-1414 

 

 

The FDA has issued a nationwide warning of serious, life-threatening kidney 

injuries including acute phosphate nephropathy linked to prescription and 

over-the-counter laxatives including Visicol, OsmoPrep and Fleet Phospho-

soda.  Oral sodium phosphate (OSP) products are commonly used by 

patients preparing to undergo a colonoscopy (colon examination to detect 

precancerous growths) because OSP products cleanse the bowels.   

Acute Phosphate Nephropathy 

Acute phosphate nephropathy is a form of acute kidney injury that is 

associated with deposits of calcium-phosphate crystals in the renal tubules 

that may result in permanent renal function impairment. Acute phosphate 

nephropathy is a rare, serious adverse event that has been associated with the 

use of OSPs.  

This is not the first action taken by the FDA regarding OSPs.  Previously, on 

May 5, 2006, the FDA published the ñFood and Drug Administration 

Science Background Paper: Acute Phosphate Nephropathy and Renal 

Failure Associated With the Use of Oral Sodium Phosphate Bowel 

Cleansing Products.ò   

It took the FDA over two years, until December 11, 2008 to require the label 

to carry a Black Box Warning to this effect.  On December 11, C.B. Fleet 

also voluntarily withdrew its over-the-counter OSP from the market because 

the FDA concluded that OSP products should only be available by 

prescription. 



Do you have an Acute Phosphate Nephropathy or Oral Sodium 

Phosphate Lawsuit? 

If you or a loved one has used oral sodium phosphate products and suffered 

from acute phosphate nephropathy, you may be entitled to legal 

compensation.  Our oral sodium phosphate lawyers and attorneys are 

reviewing cases from all 50 states.  Contact us today for a free and 

confidential case evaluation. 

Viagra Blindness & Vison Loss Side Effects Lawsuit 

Send to Friend | Bookmark | Live Chat 

Viagra Resources 

 

S&C Related Contents 

>> Viagra 

Non-arteritic anterior ischemic optic neuropathy (NAION) 

Related Websites 

FDA Viagra Blindness (NAION) Warning 

The popular drug Viagra used by millions of American men to treat 

impotence and erectile dysfunction has been linked to blindness and 

other side effects.  

More specifically, it has been discovered that Viagra causes a serious side 

effect called non-arteritic anterior ischemic optic neuropathy (NAION). 

NAION causes a sudden loss of eyesight because blood flow is blocked to 

the optic nerve.  
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The FDA is advising patients to "stop using Viagra if you have a loss in 
your eyesight. Get medical help right away." 

If you or a loved one have taken Viagra and suffered from any sort of vision 

loss problems, you should contact us immediately. You may be entitled to 

compensation and we can help. 

What is the Problem?  

Since Viagra was approved by the FDA, millions of men worldwide have 

used it. A very small number of them are going blind after taking normal 

doses.  

Since the discovery of blindness in Viagra users, Pfizer, Inc., one of the 

world's largest drugmakers, has submitted to the Food & Drug 

Administration new product labeling that has been approved to warn 

consumers about the potential risk of blindness and other forms of vision 

loss associated with its product.  

In addition to Viagra, Cialis and Levitra have also been linked to NAION. 

The manufacturers of these drugs have also changed their product labeling to 

include the serious side effects of blindness and other forms of vision loss.  

Do I have a Viagra Lawsuit?  

The Defective Drug Litigation Group at our law firm is an experienced team 

of trial lawyers that focus exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in 

Viagra lawsuits. We are handling individual litigation nationwide and 

currently accepting new Viagra NAION cases in all 50 states. 

Attention Attorneys: We do not publish prior verdict/settlements. If you are 

an attorney and would like to refer us a case or for us to send you a profile of 

prior award judgments or average referral fees, please visit the attorney 

referral section of our website. 

Triaminic Vapor Patch Recall Lawsuits  

Send to Friend | Bookmark | Live Chat 

Triaminic Vapor Patch Recall Resources 
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S&C Related Contents 

>> Triaminic Vapor Patch  

On June 19, 2006, Novartis Consumer Health announced a nationwide 

voluntary recall of all Vapor Patch products marketed under the Triaminic 

brand due to the serious adverse and life-threatening health effects that could 

result if the product is ingested by the child removing the patch and chewing 

on it.  

If your child has used the Triaminic Vapor Patch product and developed a 

serious side effect , you should contact us immediately. You may be entitled 

to compensation and we can help. 

What is the Problem?  

The Triaminic Vapor Patch Recall effects all lots and product lines of 

mentholated cherry scent and menthol scent. The products contain camphor, 

eucalyptus oil and menthol, which have been linked to the following serious 

side effects: 

 burning sensation in the mouth  

 headache  

 nausea and vomiting  

 seizures  

Consumers who have Triaminic Vapor Patches should stop using them 

immediately. 

There have been multiple reports of children users removing the path and 

chewing on it, subsequently developing some of the side effects listed above, 

including seizures. 

http://www.schmidtandclark.com/Triaminic-Vapor-Patch/
http://www.schmidtandclark.com/contact.html


Why are children chewing on the Triaminic Patches?  

The Triaminic Vapor Patch is a cough suppressant product used by children 

two years of age and older. The package insert indicates that the patch is to 

be applied to the throat or chest to allow the vapors produced to reach the 

nose and mouth. The information provided by the manufacturer also 

indicates that multiple patches can be applied. Once applied, 

the patch will be within close reach for a child to remove and 

place in his or her mouth. The Vapor Patch is a topical cough 

product applied externally and not for oral consumption.  

Do I have a Triaminic Vapor Patch Lawsuit?  

The Mass Tort and Defective Drug Litigation Group at our 

law firm is an experienced team of trial lawyers that focus 

exclusively on the representation of plaintiffs in defective 

drug and product liability lawsuits. We are investigating the 

triaminic recall and evaluating potential individual lawsuits 

nationwide in all 50 states.  

Attention Attorneys: We do not publish prior verdict/settlements. If you are 

an attorney and would like to refer us a case or for us to send you a profile of 

prior award judgments or average referral fees, please visit the attorney 

referral section of our website. 

About Trasylol 

Contact us for a free legal consultation about your Trasylol Lawsuit  

 

 

Aprotinin/Trasylol doubles the risk of kidney failure and stroke and 

increases the risk of heart failure or heart attack by 55 percent. 

Aprotinin/Trasylol is an injection used to prevent excessive blood loss 

during heart bypass surgery. Aprotinin is linked to encephalopathy, 

degenerative brain diseases. Are you or a family member eligible for an 

aprotinin lawsuit? 

 

Please note Aprotinin is the generic word for the brand name Trasylol.  
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Why do hospitals use it? Maybe because Bayer funds hospital programs 

and research grants. 

The generic alternatives Amicar (aminocaproic acid) and Cyklokapron 

(tranexamic acid) were studied too. These generic drugs were confirmed to 

be both safe and effective. Researchers estimated that if hospitals stopped 

using Trasylol and instead used the above generic drugs, it would save 

9,000 to 11,000 people every year from kidney dialysis.  

The difference in bypass surgery drugs is alarming: 

Trasylol costs $1,300 per dose (manufactured by Bayer AG) 

Amicar costs only $11 per dose (generic) 

Cyklokapron costs $44 per dose (generic) 

In January 2006, the New England Journal of Medicine wrote about a 

study revealing the dangerous Trasylol/aprotinin side effects. The maker of 

Trasylol, Bayer AG based in Germany, and its U.S. subsidiary with offices 

in suburban Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, insisted that the study in the New 

England Journal of Medicine was flawed and that Trasylol is safe.  

 

Eight months later Bayer chose to not disclose the dangers of two recent 

aprontinin studies. On September 29, 2006 Bayer said it had mistakenly 

withheld another study based on 67,000 hospital patient records that 

suggested the drug could increase the chances of death, serious kidney 

damage, congestive heart failure, and stroke. Bayer only disclosed these 

serious facts after a whistleblower contacted the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA). 

 

And whatôs really horrifying is that Bayer had been hoping that Trasylol 

would be used in all types of surgeries. Do you have a Trasylol/Aprotinin 

case?  

Do you have a Trasylol/Aprotinin Lawsuit? 

Do you need a Trasylol/aprotinin lawyer to fight for you? Do you have 

an unsafe aprotinin lawsuit? Isnôt it about time to consider the options? 

PERSONAL INFORMATION  
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First Name:   

Last Name:   

E-mail Address:   

Phone:  ( ) -  ext.   

Address:   

  

City:   

State:  -Please Select-
 

Zipcode:   

Date of birth of injured person:   

 

TRASYLOL LAWSUIT INFORMATION  

 

Date of 

surgery:  
 

Have you (or injured party) experienced any of the 

following? (check all that apply)  

Kidney failure 

Stroke 

Heart attack 

Heart failure 

Encephalopathy/brain 

disease 

Death 
 

Did you (or 

injured party) 

require 

dialysis?  

Yes No  

Please describe the side effects you experienced:  


